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Week Ending Friday, June 11, 1999

Statement on the Death
of Zachary Fisher
June 4, 1999

Hillary and I are saddened to hear of the
death of Zachary Fisher. The brave men and
women of the United States military have lost
a true friend, and America has lost a true
patriot.

Over the years, thousands of military fami-
lies were touched by Mr. Fisher’s generosity:
he provided scholarships for college; built
‘‘Fisher Houses’’ near military and VA hos-
pitals so that families could be close to sick
or injured loved ones; and established New
York’s Intrepid Museum so that future gen-
erations could be inspired by America’s mili-
tary history.

Through these good works, Mr. Fisher
helped all Americans repay the tremendous
debt we owe to the men and women who
every day risk their lives to defend our Nation
and advance the cause of freedom around
the world. I was proud to present him with
the Presidential Medal of Freedom last fall.
Mr. Fisher’s memory will continue to inspire
all Americans.

Hillary and I send our thoughts and
prayers to his family and friends.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
June 5, 1999

The President. Good morning. I’m here
today with Tipper Gore, my adviser for men-
tal health policy. On Monday, together with
Vice President Gore and the First Lady, we
will convene the first White House Con-
ference on Mental Health. Today Tipper and
I want to talk about what we must do as a
nation to fight the stigma that prevents so
many Americans with mental illness from
making the most of their lives.

For more than 6 years now, our adminis-
tration has worked hard to widen the circle
of opportunity for every American. That
means making sure people living with mental
illness have the same chance to live up to
their God-given potential as all other Ameri-
cans.

But the hard truth is, in too many of our
communities and in too many of our hearts,
mental illness is misunderstood and feared.
Too many people with mental illness are de-
nied the opportunity to fully participate in
American life. Bias against people with men-
tal illness is not unique in our time or our
Nation. But as a nation founded on the idea
of equality, we must use our time to change
it.

Tipper Gore is leading our efforts, and I’d
like to ask her to say a few words.

Tipper Gore. Thank you, Mr. President.
Every day, in every community in Amer-

ica, millions of Americans and their families
face the problem of mental illness. In fact,
more than one in five Americans experiences
some form of mental illness every year, from
depression to schizophrenia; one in four
Americans has a family member with a men-
tal illness; and virtually every American has
a friend, a neighbor, or a colleague with a
mental illness.

We know that mental illness is not some-
thing that happens to other people. It touch-
es us all. Why then is mental illness met with
so much misunderstanding and fear? We
have come so far in the diagnosis and treat-
ment of mental illness, but our attitudes have
lagged far behind.

I have talked to many people about the
impact these outdated attitudes have on their
lives. Some tell me that the shame and stigma
they experience are harder to bear than the
illness itself. Many live in fear that they will
lose their jobs, their home, or their health
benefits if their condition becomes known.
And so too many people with mental illness
don’t seek treatment that can change their
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lives, and the vicious cycle of silence, igno-
rance, and stigma continues. If we are ever
going to put an end to this vicious cycle, we
have to take responsibility and dispel the
myths about mental illness once and for all.

One of the most widely believed, and most
damaging, myths is that mental illness is a
personal failure, not a physical disease. A re-
cent study shows that the majority of Ameri-
cans don’t believe that mental illness can be
accurately diagnosed or treated. Nothing
could be farther from the truth.

Increasingly, we are learning that many
mental disorders are biological in nature and
can be medically treated—in some cases,
more effectively than illnesses like heart dis-
ease. New drugs and better community
health services are making it possible for
even those with the most severe disorders
to live healthier, more productive lives.

A closely related and equally troubling
myth is that young people don’t suffer from
real depression; they’re just naturally moody,
we think. Again, this is simply untrue. We
recently learned that even very young chil-
dren experience serious clinical depression,
and it should be taken seriously.

Consider this: The majority of children
who commit suicide are profoundly de-
pressed, and the majority of parents whose
children took their own lives say they didn’t
recognize that depression until it was too
late. And senior citizens, too, often accept
the notion that depression is a natural part
of aging and don’t reach out for help.

These myths don’t just harm people with
mental disorders; they hurt all of us. That
is why we must all do our part to break the
silence about mental illness.

The President. We must start by talking
honestly about the problem, and this Monday
we’ll take an important step in the right di-
rection. Tipper’s own decision to discuss her
struggle with depression is a testament to her
courage and commitment to change attitudes
and build understanding about mental ill-
ness.

I’m pleased to announce that later this
year, together with the Surgeon General,
Tipper will unveil a major new campaign to
combat stigma and dispel myths about men-
tal illness. With new public service an-
nouncements and strong partners in the pri-

vate sector, we’ll reach millions of Americans
with a simple message: Mental illness is noth-
ing to be ashamed of, but stigma and bias
shame us all.

Together, we will replace stigma with ac-
ceptance, ignorance with understanding, fear
with new hope for the future. Together, we
will build a stronger nation for the new cen-
tury, leaving no one behind.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:50 p.m. on
June 4 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 5. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 4 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Decision To Send
Certain United States Forces to
Albania
June 5, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Since my previous reports to the Congress

under section 8115 of the Department of
Defense Appropriations Act, 1999 (Public
Law 105–262), the continuing humanitarian
crisis created by Belgrade’s repression of its
own citizens has resulted in thousands of ad-
ditional refugees fleeing into neighboring
countries. The United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates
that there are now 443,000 Kosovar refugees
in Albania, 246,000 in Macedonia, and an-
other 68,000 in Montenegro. In addition,
there could be as many as 700,000 displaced
persons still remaining within Kosovo. In
both Albania and Macedonia, the number of
refugees continues to over-tax the limited re-
sources of the host countries. Efforts by mili-
tary personnel, in support of civilian assist-
ance efforts, have been critical to establishing
refugee camps and necessary infrastructure.

In light of the continuing crisis, I have di-
rected that additional U.S. forces be de-
ployed to Albania to assist in refugee relief
operations, including to improve airfield
ramp and off-load capabilities, upgrade key
roads and bridges to facilitate movement of
refugees to safe areas and transportation of
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3Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / June 7

relief supplies, and to assist in the provision
of additional shelter for refugees.

In parallel with the military support for
refugee relief, we are continuing to increase
the pressure on Milosevic to accept NATO’s
conditions, while simultaneously preparing
for success. Belgrade’s recent acceptance of
the document delivered by Finnish President
Ahtisaari and Russian Special Envoy
Chernomyrdin is an encouraging develop-
ment, though we are taking a very cautious
approach until the Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia’s (FRY’s) intentions are clear.

In line with this strategy, I have increased
the number of U.S. military personnel as-
signed to support Task Force HAWK, our
deep strike task force in Albania. I have au-
thorized the deployment of a significant con-
tingent of military personnel to Kosovo as
part of an international security presence
(KFOR), including some forces that may be
pre-positioned in Macedonia prior to entry
into Kosovo, as well as the deployment of
other military personnel to the region, in-
cluding Macedonia, as a national support ele-
ment for U.S. forces in KFOR. However,
forces will not enter Kosovo unless it is clear
that Belgrade has adopted NATO’s condi-
tions and is withdrawing its forces.

In regard to the elements of section
8115(a)(1)–(8), I am providing the following
information:

1. & 2. National Security Interests. I here-
by certify that the deployment of additional
forces to Albania, Macedonia, and Kosovo as
described above is necessary in the national
security interests of the United States. The
deployments will provide additional relief for
the refugees and help to return them to their
homes with security and self-government. In
doing so, the deployments serve our national
security interests by promoting peace and
stability in this volatile region, by strengthen-
ing NATO, and by demonstrating to other
would-be aggressors in and around Europe
that the United States and the Alliance will
not stand by idly while they commit war
crimes or seek to spread instability.

3. Numbers. The number of U.S. person-
nel to be deployed cannot be definitively pro-
vided at this time since planning for the de-
ployments is ongoing. For relief operations,
it is anticipated that the number of additional

personnel should be approximately 4,000,
bringing the total number of U.S. personnel
associated with relief operations in Albania
to approximately 5,000. This is in addition
to the total of approximately 5,500 personnel
that will be associated with the deep strike
task force now deployed to Albania. In addi-
tion, if it is clear that Belgrade has adopted
NATO’s conditions and is withdrawing its
forces, I anticipate that approximately 7,000
personnel will be deployed as part of KFOR
and approximately 1,500 personnel will be
deployed as part of the national support ele-
ment in the region, including Macedonia, to
facilitate the flow of support to KFOR.

I will ensure that the Congress is informed
in a timely manner concerning any significant
changes to the deployments described in this
report when such information is available.

4. Mission/Objectives. Our overall objec-
tive is to return the refugees to their homes
with safety and security, to provide necessary
refugee relief in the interim, and to promote
peace and stability in the region. The specific
missions of the forces involved are:

• Joint Task Force SHINING HOPE: To
facilitate military operations by assisting
the UNHCR in providing emergency
relief to refugees in Albania.

• Task Force HAWK: To provide a deep
strike force capability in support of
NATO air operations and to be ready
for use against FRY forces at a time and
manner of our choosing.

• Operation JOINT GUARDIAN
(KFOR): To deploy a military presence
in a permissive environment to deter re-
newed hostilities, and, if necessary, en-
force a cease-fire and the demilitariza-
tion of Kosovo, and to establish a secure
environment for the stabilization of the
humanitarian situation and the estab-
lishment and operation of an inter-
national provisional administration.

5. Schedule. At this point, it is not possible
to determine how long NATO operations in
the region will need to continue, nor how
long U.S. forces will be needed to assist in
refugee relief operations, and therefore how
long these deployments will need to be main-
tained.
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6. Exit Strategy. The duration of the re-
quirement for U.S. military presence will de-
pend on the course of events, and in particu-
lar, on Belgrade’s actions.

• For Joint Task Force SHINING
HOPE, military support to refugee re-
lief may need to continue for some time,
even if a settlement allows for refugees
to begin to return. Ultimately, respon-
sibilities for refugee relief will be trans-
ferred to the UNHCR, other humani-
tarian organizations, and host countries.

• Some elements of Task Force HAWK
may deploy as initial elements of
KFOR. In this case, the exit strategy for
Task Force HAWK will become the
same as that for KFOR. The remaining
elements will continue deployment in
support of NATO operations until no
longer required.

• For Operation JOINT GUARDIAN,
after the withdrawal of all Serb forces
from Kosovo and an initial stabilization
period, KFOR will be progressively re-
duced as the security situation permits
and local police forces are established.
At a time to be determined, KFOR will
transfer responsibilities to the inter-
national provisional administration and
local institutions and ultimately transi-
tion to a different set of security ar-
rangements.

7. Costs. The costs of operations in the
Kosovo region will initially be paid from the
FY 99 Defense appropriations in the supple-
mental appropriations bill recently enacted.
As we further refine the detailed plans for
KFOR, and as attendant costs become better
known, I will consult with Congress as to how
any additional costs should be covered.

8. Effect on Morale, Retention and Readi-
ness. These deployments affect morale, re-
tention and readiness in a positive way be-
cause they demonstrate U.S. commitment of
necessary resources to maximize operational
effectiveness toward achievement of the im-
portant U.S. objectives in Kosovo. Given the
importance of these deployments, we antici-
pate that U.S. forces would maintain the
highest morale and effectiveness while fulfill-
ing the range of military objectives encom-
passed by these deployments, including refu-
gee relief operations and the anticipated con-

tribution to the international security force
in Kosovo. Indeed, it has been our experi-
ence that personnel serving in these impor-
tant and demanding positions experience
higher retention rates than in other, less chal-
lenging assignments. The Department of De-
fense has underway extensive and effective
programs to do what is necessary to manage
personnel and other resources so as to re-
duce problems such as extended family sepa-
ration and other burdens military service. As
with any operational deployment, the effects
on readiness are mixed. In this case, how-
ever, it is expected that many of the U.S.
forces will be conducting operations as they
were trained to perform, which will provide
an unparalleled opportunity to apply their
skills in an active environment. The Adminis-
tration is committed to ensuring that Ameri-
ca’s armed forces maintain the high levels
of readiness necessary to safeguard America’s
national security.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on June 7.

Remarks at the White House
Conference on Mental Health
June 7, 1999

The President. Thank you very much. I
want to, first of all, thank all of you for com-
ing, the Members of Congress of both par-
ties, members of our administration, but the
larger community represented here in this
room and at all of our sites.

This has been a truly remarkable experi-
ence, I think, for all of us—stimulating, mov-
ing, humbling. I think it’s because it is so
real, and it has been too long since we have
come together over something that’s this
real, that touches so many of us.

This is a moment of great hope for people
who are living with mental illness and, there-
fore, a moment of great promise for our Na-
tion. We know a lot about it; we know a lot
more than most of us know we know, as we
found out today. And we wanted to have this
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conference to talk about how far we’ve come
and also to look forward into the future.

We all know we wouldn’t be here today
without the commitment of Tipper Gore. I
asked her to be my national adviser for men-
tal illness because she knows more and cares
more about this issue than anyone else I per-
sonally know. She has dedicated herself to
making this a priority of national policy and
private life. And I think we are all very, very
much in her debt.

I would also like to say one more word
about Tipper and about the Vice President,
about the way they have dealt with this issue
as a family, and the gifts they have given to
America—going back to before the time
when we all became a team in the election
of 1992, when they began their annual family
conferences. All people in public life talk
about family values. No couple in public life
has ever done remotely as much to try to
figure out what it would mean to turn those
family values into real, concrete improve-
ments in the lives of ordinary families as Al
and Tipper Gore have over a long period of
time.

I sort of feel like an anticlimax at this con-
vention—not for the reasons the political re-
porters think—[laughter]—but because the
real story here is in the people who have al-
ready talked, in their stories of courage and
struggle, of endurance and hope. Americans
with mental illness should have the same op-
portunity all Americans have to live to the
fullest of their God-given ability. They are,
perhaps, just the latest in our enduring chal-
lenge as a people to continue the work of
our Founders, to widen the circle of oppor-
tunity, to deepen the meaning of freedom,
to strengthen the bonds of our community.

But what a challenge it has been. Clearly,
people with mental illnesses have always had
to struggle to be treated fairly and to get the
treatment they need—and they still do. We
have made a lot of progress by appealing to
the better angels of our nature, by drawing
on our deep belief in equality, but also by
hearing these stories.

So again, I want to thank Mike and John
and Jennifer and Robin and Dr. Burton. I
thank Dr. Hyman, Dr. Koplewicz. I thank
Lynn Rivers.

I think all of us can remember some mo-
ment in our lives where, because of some-
thing that happened in our families or some-
thing someone we knew wrote or said, we
began to look at this issue in a different way.
I, myself, feel particularly indebted to the
courage of my friend the great author
William Styron for writing the book he wrote
about his own depression. But I think that
it is not enough to be moved. We have to
have hope, and then we have to have some
sense about where we’re going.

It was no accident that all of you were clap-
ping loudly when Dr. Hyman showed us pic-
tures of the brain. I remember when Hillary
and I first met and began going together 28
years ago, and she was working at the Yale
Child Study Center and the hospital, and we
began to talk about all of this; like a lot of
young students at the time, I had been very
influenced by Thomas Koontz’s book, ‘‘The
Structure of Scientific Revolution.’’ And I
began to wonder whether we would ever de-
velop a completely unified theory of mind
and body, if we would ever learn that at root
there are no artificial dividing lines between
our afflictions. The human genome project,
as you’ve heard explained today, offers us the
best chance we have ever had to have our
science match our aspirations in learning to
deal with this and all other issues.

So this has been for me not simply emo-
tionally rewarding but intellectually reaffirm-
ing. And I hope it has been for all of you.
We’ve been at this for quite a long while.
A hundred and fifty years ago we had to learn
to treat people with mental illness as basic
human beings. Thirty years ago we had to
learn that people with mental illness had to
be treated as individuals, not just a faceless
mob.

I’ll never forget when journalists secretly
filmed the nightmare world inside some of
our Nation’s mental hospitals. Americans
were heartbroken and horrified by what they
saw, and we began to develop a system of
community care for people. Today, we have
to make sure that we actually provide the
care all of our people need, so they can live
full lives and fully participate in our common
life.

We’ve worked hard to break down some
of the barriers for people living with mental
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illness. On Friday, as many of you know, I
directed all Federal agencies to ensure that
their hiring practices give people with mental
disabilities the same employment opportuni-
ties as people with physical disabilities. On
Saturday Tipper and I did the radio address
together and announced that Tipper will
unveil our new campaign to fight stigma and
dispel myths about mental illness.

But all of you who have had this in your
lives, or in your families’ lives, know that atti-
tudes are fine, but treatment matters most.
Unfortunately, too many people with mental
illness are not getting that treatment because
too many of our health plans and businesses
do not provide equal coverage of parity for
mental and physical illness or because of the
inadequacy of Government funding and pol-
icy supports.

I have heard heartbreaking stories from
people who are trying hard to take care of
their families—and one day mental illness
strikes. And when they try to get help, they
learn the health plans they’ve been counting
on, the plans that would cover treatment for
high blood pressure or heart disease, strictly
limit mental health care and don’t cover it
at all. Why? Because of ignorance about the
nature of mental illness, the cost of treating
it, and as Dr. Burton told us, the cost of not
treating it.

A recent study showed the majority of
Americans don’t believe mental illness can
accurately be diagnosed or effectively treat-
ed. If we don’t get much else out of this his-
toric conference than changing the attitudes
of the majority, it will have been well done,
just on that score.

Insurance plans claim providing parity for
mental health will send costs and premiums
skyrocketing. Businesses believe employees
will over-use mental health services, making
it impossible for employers to offer health
insurance. Now, there may be arguments to
be made at the margins on both sides of these
issues, but I believe that providing parity is
something we can do at reasonable cost, ben-
efit millions of Americans, and over the long
run, have a healthier country and lower
health care costs.

As we’ve heard again today, mental illness
can be accurately diagnosed, successfully
treated, just as physical illness. New drugs,

better community health services are helping
even people with the most severe mental ill-
nesses lead healthier, more productive lives.
Our ability to treat depression and bipolar
disorder is greater even than our ability to
treat some kinds of heart disease.

But left untreated, mental illness can spiral
out of control, and so can the cost of mental
health care. A recent World Bank study
showed that mental illness is a leading cause
of disability and economic burden that goes
along with it.

Here in the United States, untreated men-
tal illness costs tens of billions of dollars every
year. The loss in human potential is stagger-
ing. So far, 24 States and a large number
of businesses have begun to provide parity
for their citizens and their employees. Re-
ports show that parity is not notably increas-
ing health care costs. For instance, Ohio pro-
vides full parity for all its State employees
and has not seen costs rise.

As we heard, Bank One’s employee mental
health treatment program has helped it re-
duce direct treatment costs for depression by
60 percent. As a nation founded on the ideal
of equality, it is high time that our health
plans treat all Americans equally. Govern-
ment can and must lead the way to meet
this challenge.

In 1996 I called on Congress to make par-
ity for mental health a priority. I was proud
to sign into law the Mental Health Parity Act,
which prohibited health plans for setting
lower annual and lifetime limits for mental
health care than for other medical services.

Again I want to say, since we have so many
Congressmen here, Tipper Gore was very in-
strumental in that. But I was also deeply
moved by the broad and deep bipartisan sup-
port by Members of Congress in both
Houses who had personal experiences that
they shared with other Members which
helped to change America.

The law was a good first step. And I’m
pleased to announce, with Secretary Herman
here, that the Labor Department will now
launch a nationwide effort to educate Ameri-
cans about their rights under the existing law,
because a lot of people don’t even know it
passed.

But when insurers can get around the law
by limiting the number of doctor’s visits for
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mental condition, when families face higher
copayments for mental health care than for
physical ailments, when people living with
mental illness are forced to wait until their
sickness incapacitates them to get the treat-
ment they need, we know we have to do
more.

So where do we go from here? First, I
am using my authority as President to ensure
that our Nation’s largest private insurer, the
Federal Employee Health Benefit Plan, pro-
vides full parity for mental health.

Today Janice Lachance, the Director of
OPM, will inform nearly 300 health plans
across America that to participate in our pro-
gram, they must provide equal coverage for
mental and physical illnesses. With this single
step, 9 million Americans will have health
insurance that provides the same copayments
for mental health conditions as for any other
health condition, the same access to special-
ists, the same coverage for medication, the
same coverage for outpatient care.

Thirty-six years ago President Kennedy
said we had to return mental health to the
mainstream of American medicine. Thirty-six
years ago he said it, and we’re still waiting.
Today, we have to take more steps to return
Americans to the mainstream of American
life. I ask Congress now to do its part by
holding hearings on mental health parity.

The second thing we have to do is to reach
out to the people who are most in need.
Today I’ve asked HCFA, the Health Care
Finance Administration, to do more to en-
courage States to better coordinate mental
health services, from medication to programs
targeted at people with the most serious
mental disorders, for the millions of people
with mental illness who rely on Medicaid.

Third, we must do more to help people
with mental illness reenter the work force.
I asked Congress to pass the ‘‘Work Incen-
tives Improvement Act,’’ which will allow
people with disabilities to purchase health in-
surance at a reasonable cost when they go
back to work. No American should ever have
to choose between keeping health care and
supporting their family.

Fourth, with an ever increasing number
of people with mental disabilities in managed
care plans, it is more important than ever

for Congress to pass the Patients’ Bill of
Rights.

Fifth, this year we requested the largest
increase in history, some $70 million to help
more communities provide more mental
health services. And I asked Congress to fully
fund this proposal. The absence of services
and adequate funding and institutional sup-
port for sometimes even the most severe
mental health problems is a source of pro-
found worry to those of you who actually
know what is going on out there.

I know that I was incredibly moved by the
cover story in the New York Times Sunday
magazine a couple of weeks ago, and I know
a lot of you were. And I read that story very
carefully. I talked to Hillary about it; I talked
to Al and Tipper about it; and I asked myself
then—I am still asking myself—what more
can we do to deal with some of the unbeliev-
able tragedies that were plainly avoidable,
clearly documented in that important article?
This is a good beginning, and I hope that
Congress will fund it.

And finally, it is profoundly significant
what we have heard about children. We have
to do more to reach out to troubled young
people. One out of ten children suffers from
some form of mental illness, from mild de-
pression to serious mental disease. But fewer
than 20 percent receive proper treatment.

One of the most sobering statistics that I
have heard in all of this is that a majority
of the young people who commit suicide—
now the third leading cause of death in teen-
agers, especially gay teenagers—are pro-
foundly depressed. Yet the majority of par-
ents whose children took their own lives say
they did not recognize their children’s de-
pression until it was too late.

The tragedy at Columbine High School,
as Hillary said, was for all of us a wakeup
call. We simply can’t afford to wait until trag-
edy strikes to reach out to troubled young
people. Today I’m pleased to announce a
new national school safety training program
for teachers, schools, and communities to
help us identify troubled children and pro-
vide them better school mental health serv-
ices.

This new program is the result of a re-
markable partnership by the National Edu-
cation Association, EchoStar, and members
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of the Learning First Alliance, joined by the
Departments of Education, Justice, and
Health and Human Services. This fall the
Vice President and Tipper will kick off the
first training session, which will be transmit-
ted via satellite to more than 1,000 commu-
nities around our Nation.

We’re all very grateful to EchoStar, a sat-
ellite company based in Littleton, Colorado,
and its partner, Future View, for helping
make this possible by donating satellite
dishes to 1,000 school districts, and 40 hours
of free time. I want to ask businesses and
broadcasters all around our country to follow
EchoStar’s lead and donate their time, exper-
tise, and equipment to help ensure that every
school district in America can participate in
this important training program.

Now I want to introduce two of the people
who are showing this kind of leadership: the
president of the NEA, Bob Chase; and Bill
Vanderpoel, the vice president of EchoStar.
I’d like to ask them to come up and talk a
little bit about what they’re going to do. Let’s
give them a big hand. [Applause]

[At this point, Robert F. Chase, president,
National Education Association, and William
Vanderpoel, vice president for business devel-
opment, EchoStar Communications Corp.,
made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you both very
much. Now, I’d like to ask Tipper to come
up one more time so we can all tell her how
grateful we are, and let me say this. You
probably saw a little bit by the way she posi-
tioned Al on time and she positioned Hillary
on time, I think I’m going to start calling
her ‘‘Sarge’’ behind her back. [Laughter] She
has driven us all. We’ve been on time; we’ve
been at the place we were supposed to be;
we say what we were supposed to say; we
finished on time. So she not only has great
sensitivity; she has phenomenal organizing
ability, and we’re very grateful for her. Thank
you. [Applause]

Now, I’d like to ask Hillary and the Vice
President to come over, too. [Applause]
Thank you all very much. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
2 p.m. in the Blackburn Auditorium at Howard
University. In his remarks, he referred to the fol-
lowing conference participants: Mike Wallace, co-

editor of the CBS news program ‘‘60 Minutes’’
and a clinical depression sufferer; schizophrenia
sufferer John Wong; anorexia nervosa sufferer
Jennifer Gates; Robin Kitchell, whose son suffers
from bipolar disorder, attention deficit disorder,
and learning disabilities; Dr. Wayne Burton,
M.D., first vice president/corporate medical direc-
tor, Bank One Corp.; Dr. Steven E. Hyman,
M.D., Director, National Institute of Mental
Health; and Dr. Harold S. Koplewicz, M.D.,
founder and director, New York University Child
Study Center. The transcript made available by
the Office of the press Secretary also included
the remarks of Tipper Gore, Vice President Al
Gore, Dr. Burton, the First Lady, Dr. Hyman,
and Dr. Koplewicz. A portion of these remarks
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Executive Order 13125—Increasing
Participation of Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders in Federal
Programs
June 7, 1999

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.), and in order to improve the
quality of life of Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders through increased participation in
Federal programs where they may be under-
served (e.g., health, human services, edu-
cation, housing, labor, transportation, and
economic and community development), it
is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. (a) There is established in the
Department of Health and Human Services
the President’s Advisory Commission on
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (Com-
mission). The Commission shall consist of
not more than 15 members appointed by the
President, one of which shall be designated
by the President as Chair. The Commission
shall include members who: (i) have a history
of involvement with the Asian American and
Pacific Islander communities; (ii) are from
the fields of health, human services, edu-
cation, housing, labor, transportation, eco-
nomic and community development, civil
rights, and the business community; (iii) are
from civic associations representing one or
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more of the diverse Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander communities; and (iv) have
such other experience as the President
deems appropriate.

(b) The Secretary of the Department of
Health and Human Services (Secretary) shall
appoint an Executive Director for the Com-
mission.

Sec. 2. The Commission shall provide ad-
vice to the President, through the Secretary,
on: (a) the development, monitoring, and co-
ordination of Federal efforts to improve the
quality of life of Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders through increased participation in
Federal programs where such persons may
be underserved and the collection of data re-
lated to Asian American and Pacific Islander
populations and sub-populations; (b) ways to
increase public-sector, private-sector, and
community involvement in improving the
health and well-being of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders; and (c) ways to foster
research and data on Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders, including research and data
on public health.

Sec. 3. The Department of Health and
Human Services shall establish the White
House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders (Initiative), an interagency
working group (working group) whose mem-
bers shall be appointed by their respective
agencies. The Executive Director of the
Commission shall also serve as the Director
of the Initiative, and shall report to the Sec-
retary or the Secretary’s designee. The work-
ing group shall include both career and non-
career civil service staff and commissioned
officers of the Public Health Service with ex-
pertise in health, human services, education,
housing, labor, transportation, economic and
community development, and other relevant
issues. The working groups shall advise the
Secretary on the implementation and coordi-
nation of Federal programs as they relate to
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders across
executive departments and agencies.

Sec. 4. The head of each executive depart-
ment and each agency designated by the Sec-
retary shall appoint a senior Federal official
responsible for management or program ad-
ministration to report directly to the agency
head on activity under this Executive order,
and to serve as a liaison to the Initiative. The

Secretary also may designated additional
Federal Government officials, with the
agreement of the relevant agency head, to
carry out the functions of the Initiative. To
the extent permitted by law and to the extent
practicable, each executive department and
designated agency shall provide any appro-
priate information requested by the working
group, including data relating to the eligi-
bility for and participation of Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders in Federal pro-
grams. Where adequate data are not avail-
able, the Initiative shall suggest the means
of collecting such data.

Sec. 5. Each executive department and
designated agency (collectively, the ‘‘agen-
cy’’) shall prepare a plan for, and shall docu-
ment, its efforts to improve the quality of
life of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
through increased participation in Federal
programs where Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders may be underserved. This plan
shall address, among other things, Federal
efforts to: (a) improve the quality of life for
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
through increased participation in Federal
programs where they may be underserved
and the collection of data related to Asian
American and Pacific Islander populations
and sub-populations; (b) increase public-sec-
tor, private-sector, and community involve-
ment in improving the health and well-being
of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders; and
(c) foster research and data on Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders, including research
and data on public health. Each agency’s plan
shall provide appropriate measurable objec-
tives and, after the first year, shall assess that
agency’s performance on the goals set in the
previous year’s plan. Each plan shall be sub-
mitted at a date to be established by the Sec-
retary.

Sec. 6. The Secretary shall review the
agency plans and develop for submission to
the President an integrated Federal plan
(Federal Plan) to improve the quality of life
of Asian American and Pacific Islanders
through increased participation in Federal
programs where such persons may be under-
served. Actions described in the Federal Plan
shall address improving access by Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders to Federal
programs and fostering advances in relevant
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research and data. The Secretary shall ensure
that the working group is given the oppor-
tunity to comment on the proposed Federal
Plan prior to its submission to the President.
The Secretary shall disseminate the Federal
Plan to appropriate members of the execu-
tive branch. The findings and recommenda-
tions in the Federal Plan shall be considered
by the agencies in their policies and activities.

Sec. 7. Notwithstanding any other Execu-
tive order, the responsibilities of the Presi-
dent that are applicable to the Commission
under the Federal Advisory Committee Act,
as amended, except that of reporting to the
Congress, shall be performed by the Sec-
retary in accordance with the guidelines and
procedures established by the Administrator
of General Services.

Sec. 8. Members of the Commission shall
serve without compensation, but shall be al-
lowed travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, as authorized by law for
persons serving intermittently in the Govern-
ment service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707). To the
extent permitted by law and appropriations,
and where practicable, agencies shall, upon
request by the Secretary, provide assistance
to the Commission and to the Initiative. The
Department of Health and Human Services
shall provide administrative support and
funding for the Commission.

Sec. 9. The Commission shall terminate
2 years after the date of this Executive order
unless the Commission is renewed by the
President prior to the end of that 2-year pe-
riod.

Sec. 10. For the purposes of this order,
the terms: (a) ‘‘Asian American’’ includes
persons having origins in any of the original
peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or
the Indian subcontinent; and

(b) ‘‘Pacific Islander’’ includes the aborigi-
nal, indigenous, native peoples of Hawaii and
other Pacific Islands within the jurisdiction
of the United States.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 7, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 9, 1999]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on June 10.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner for Terence
McAuliffe

June 7, 1999

Thank you very much. I want to thank Ron
and Beth for having us here; and Chairman
Andrew, Mayor Archer, the other officials of
the Democratic Party who are here. I want
to thank all those who have spoken before;
but I have to say a word about the two
women.

Ann Richards is my former colleague and
my longtime friend who tells me jokes that
make me laugh, but which she knows good
and well I can never repeat. [Laughter] So
tonight she referred to me as ‘‘her lovely hus-
band, Bill.’’ And then Hillary said my being
a member of the Senate spouses club was
a good reason to run. [Laughter] No offense,
Senator Daschle, but until you change the
numbers up there, if I were given the choice,
I’d rather be in the spouses club. [Laughter]
I’m looking forward to it.

However, I’ve also made it clear that I’m
available for any and all other services. I
would be happy to run the New York City
casework operation—there will never be a
difficult reelection if they let me do that; it’ll
be over. [Laughter]

Let me say, I want you to all ask yourselves
something. What is it that you like about
Terry McAuliffe? I like the fact that he lies
to me about his golf handicap, and I can’t
get mad at him. I like the fact that for a rich
guy, his politics go a little left and his golf
ball goes a little right. I like the fact that
he did wrestle an alligator, and if you offered
to give the Democratic Party enough money,
he’d lay down on the bottom of that swim-
ming pool for 3 to 4 minutes, until you finally
came across. [Laughter]

I like the fact that he is always seeing the
bright side of things. After we were totally
wiped out in ’94—I mean, it was awful; there
was nothing good about the ’94 election—
I called McAuliffe. He said, ‘‘Hey, look at
it this way. It’s a great opportunity for next
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time; we could have lost 60 seats!’’ [Laugh-
ter] And he went back to work. It never oc-
curred to him to do anything else.

I like the fact that the more successful he’s
become, financially and otherwise, the more
intense his devotion to our party and to peo-
ple who are less fortunate than he is has be-
come. I like the fact that he loves his family;
he wants it to get bigger; he is unabashedly
proud of them all, from his parents to his
wife and children to his brother and others.
I like the fact that he is proud of what he
has done as a citizen to help make our party
successful.

Terry and I have never been of the school
that believed that we ought to act embar-
rassed because we ask people in the system
we have to contribute so that we could get
our message across. Because of what he has
done and because of what we have done, all
of you together, there are 18 million more
jobs in this country; 12.5 million people have
taken advantage of the family leave law; mil-
lions and millions of more people are in their
own homes. We have a 25 year low in the
crime rate, half as many people on welfare.
I think it’s worth an investment in America,
so does he—we’re proud of you, and I like
that about Terry McAuliffe.

I like the fact that Terry gets up every day,
like we all should—anybody who can be in
this room tonight—and know that whatever
the problems are out there, whatever dif-
ficulties he’s had—and he and Dorothy, even
though they live totally charmed, their life
has not been totally free of bumps in the
road—he gets up every day and thinks, ‘‘I
am a lucky man; I am alive; I’ve got a won-
derful family; I’m making more money than
I ever dreamed, and I get to go out and help
people I believe in make this a better country
and a better world.’’

And if we all had more of his energy, his
positive attitude, his belief in himself and in
the fundamental goodness of people, that you
bring it out and unleash that energy, this
would even be a greater country, and we
would have even fewer problems than we
have and we’d be making even more progress
than we are.

I love this guy. I want you to understand,
I had all these funny jokes, and I threw them
away before I got in here because I want

to tell you this. I want you to remember this.
We’ve been through a lot of things together:
we’ve walked over coals; we’ve had coals
dumped on our heads; we’ve dodged a lot
of bullets; we’ve taken a few. And every day,
he just gets up and thanks God he’s alive,
looks on the bright side of things, doesn’t
quit believing in what he believes in, and al-
ways believes there’s somebody else to help,
somebody else to bring in, someone else to
involve.

And again, I say to you, I think that’s why
we’re all here. We like him. There are even
some people here who don’t share his poli-
tics, or mine, who are here because they like
him. And so when you go home tonight and
you get up tomorrow, just think—you can
have a little of his energy, a little more of
his positive outlook, a little more of his basic
faith that we can bring out the goodness in
people, we can even do more for the party
and the country we love.

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. McAuliffe.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Beth
Dozoretz, national finance chair, Joseph J.
Andrew, national chair, and Mayor Dennis W.
Archer of Detroit, general cochair, Democratic
National Committee; and former Gov. Ann
Richards of Texas. The President also referred to
Mrs. Dozoretz’s husband, Ron, who cohosted the
dinner with his wife.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony
for President Arpad Goncz of
Hungary
June 8, 1999

President and Mrs. Goncz; ladies and gen-
tlemen: In the early 1850’s, the great Hun-
garian patriot Lajos Kossuth came to this
country and to this house to seek support
for restoring liberty to his nation. He said
then, ‘‘To find the sunlight of freedom, we
must come to America.’’ Kossuth would be
proud today that his statement no longer
holds—that the sunlight of freedom shines
in Hungary, and all across the world.

In the past year, I have had the privilege
to welcome to the White House extraor-
dinary leaders who risked their lives in the
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struggle for liberty, were imprisoned for their
beliefs and activism, and now have emerged
in freedom’s sunlight as the Presidents of
their nations: Kim Dae-jung of South Korea;
Vàclav Havel of the Czech Republic, Nelson
Mandela of South Africa. Today, with free-
dom at last shining brightly in Hungary, I
have the great honor and pleasure to wel-
come President Arpad Goncz, our friend, our
partner, our ally.

Let me begin with a few words about our
common enterprise in Kosovo. For 77 days
we have been working to achieve a simple
set of objectives there: the return of refugees
with safety and self-government; the with-
drawal of all Serbian forces; the deployment
of an international security force with NATO
at its core. Last Thursday Serb authorities
accepted a peace plan that embodies those
conditions. Today in Bonn, we took another
important step forward—the G–8 countries
now have agreed to language of a United Na-
tions Security Council resolution that will
help us to realize these basic goals: peace
with security for the people of Kosovo and
stability for the region as a whole.

The key now, as it has been from the be-
ginning of this process, is implementation.
A verifiable withdrawal of Serb forces will
allow us to suspend the bombing and go for-
ward with the plan. NATO is determined to
bring the Kosovars home, to do so as an alli-
ance acting together, and in a way that ulti-
mately can strengthen the relationship be-
tween Russia and the West.

Our great writer E.L. Doctorow once said,
‘‘The devastating history of 20th century Eu-
rope, which you and I might study in a book
or look at as tourists, is housed in the being
of Arpad Goncz.’’ In World War II he fought
in resistance and was wounded by Nazi fire.
In 1956 he rose with fellow citizens against
Stalinist oppression. And after Soviet tanks
crushed the uprising, he was sentenced to
life in prison.

Released after 6 years, he became a trans-
lator, bringing Western ideals to Hungary,
and through his own plays and stories, chal-
lenged Hungarians to think about the nature
of tyranny and the meaning of freedom. After
NATO’s resolve and the courage of central
Europeans helped to bring down the Iron

Curtain, the Hungarian people chose this
great man to lead them.

Now, Hungary is one of the fastest growing
economies in Europe, with America its larg-
est foreign investor. Hungary has acted to
protect the rights of its own minority groups
and worked for the rights of ethnic Hungar-
ians in other nations. Hungary has stood with
the United States as a NATO Ally against
ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and for a more
positive future for all the peoples of central
and Eastern Europe. Hungary is leading the
way toward what people dreamed of
throughout the long cold war.

I am very proud of the alliance between
our countries, the friendship between our
people. I am grateful for the contributions
of Hungarian-Americans to the fabric of our
present greatness and good fortune. And I
am very honored to welcome here the Presi-
dent of Hungary.

President Goncz, welcome back to Amer-
ica and to the White House.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where President
Goncz was accorded a formal welcome with full
military honors. In his remarks, he referred to
Maria Zsuzsanna Gonter, wife of President Goncz.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of President
Goncz.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Goncz and an Exchange
With Reporters
June 8, 1999

The President. Let me just say briefly,
again, how grateful I am to have this oppor-
tunity to welcome President Goncz to the
United States and to reaffirm our strong
friendship with Hungary and what a good
time it is for this visit to be occurring, as
we are doing our best to bring an end to
the conflict in Kosovo, to reverse the ethnic
cleansing, and to build a new future for all
of southeastern Europe.

I know all the Americans here know that
there are hundreds of thousands of ethnic
Hungarians living in Vojvodina, in northwest-
ern Serbia. This is a very, very important
issue for Hungary, and we are determined
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to bring it to a successful conclusion, to re-
verse the ethnic cleansing, and to see the ref-
ugees go home. And the President and his
country’s support of this endeavor has been
absolutely critical.

Resolution of the Situation in the Balkans
Q. Mr. President, on Kosovo, do you ex-

pect the U.N. Security Council to pass this
resolution; and, if it does, do you expect that
Milosevic will comply in good faith?

The President. Well, the answer to the
first question is, yes, I expect the U.N. Secu-
rity Council will adopt it.

Q. No veto?
The President. I don’t expect so. The

Russians are supporting it. We got the agree-
ment in Bonn this morning, early our time,
and I had a talk already with President
Yeltsin about it.

In terms of compliance, that’s what we’re
interested in. We want to see compliance.
And when there is evidence that full with-
drawal has begun, we will suspend the bomb-
ing and then monitor that for compliance.
But keep in mind, our military people in the
military-to-military contacts between NATO
and the Serbs will work out the logistics of
Serb withdrawal and the international secu-
rity force coming in, so as not to create a
vacuum. And I think all that will be worked
out in a satisfactory manner. But our interest
is in—our opinions won’t matter; what will
matter is what actually happens.

Russian Troops and NATO
Q. Mr. President, will the Russian troops,

peacekeepers, be under NATO control, com-
mand?

The President. I don’t expect that to hap-
pen, but I do expect that there will be an
acceptable level of coordination, the way we
worked it out in Bosnia. I hope there will
be something like what we did in Bosnia, be-
cause it worked there. We had the command
and control intact so that our soldiers and
our mission could be protected. The Russians
were involved, as it happens, in Bosnia, as
you know, in the American sector, where we
worked together with them very closely. And
I have been very pleased with that coopera-
tion. I think it’s quite important for the Rus-
sians to be involved in this.

Reconstruction of the Balkans/Hungarian
Role

Q. Once the peace will be implemented,
what commitment does the U.S. have to re-
constructing the region? How will the new
Marshall plan look like, and what role Hun-
gary can play in that?

The President. Well, it’s interesting, that’s
what the President said to me this morning,
that the most important thing is that we re-
build the region now. As you know, at the
NATO meeting here in Washington a few
weeks ago, we had a meeting in which all
of us committed to be a part of the recon-
struction of southeastern Europe. The details
will have to be worked out. I expect the EU
will be in the lead. The United States will
certainly support that.

But what I would like to see is all the coun-
tries in the region participating, and I’d like
not only the analogy of the Marshall plan but
also the work that was done between the
West and Hungary, Poland and the Czech
Republic, after the Berlin Wall fell. That is,
we should be supporting democracy and
human rights, as well as economic develop-
ment.

Obviously, I hope that Serbia will be a part
of that. But in order to be a part of that,
I think Serbia will have to observe the same
standards and have the same sort of govern-
ment and the same devotion to the human
rights of its people and to others that all the
other countries in the region have.

But the plan is yet to be worked out. We
don’t have the details of that yet, but there’s
plenty of time for that.

Serbian Delays in Implementation of
Agreement

Q. Ten years ago Slobodan Milosevic took
away the autonomy of the other provinces
in Serbia. Will that be addressed in the final
peace plan?

The President. First things first, here.
First things first.

Q. What do you suspect Mr. Milosevic is
up to, sir, in delaying implementation of the
agreement?

The President. Well, I think the main
issues, at least for the last 72 hours, were
involved with the nature of the U.N. resolu-
tion. That was resolved today. So now we’ll
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just have to see what happens with the mili-
tary-to-military contacts. The most important
thing now is that we get something that is,
a, verifiable and, b, that will work—which
means we have to know that they’re with-
drawing; we have to have a schedule for the
introduction of the international force.

Keep in mind the big picture here. The
big picture is to reverse the ethnic cleansing,
to bring the Kosovars home, to have them
safe and be able to govern themselves, and
to have an international security force with
NATO at the core. So we have to watch for
the big picture. And that’s why even yet, and
notwithstanding this very good development,
we have to sound some note of caution here.
We have to work on it.

Movie Ratings/Youth Violence
Q. On the movie ratings, sir, did you seek

greater enforcement because Hollywood was
lukewarm to the idea of signing on to the
national campaign against violence in film?

The President. No. No, I think there
should be greater enforcement of the existing
laws, that Congress should pass the common-
sense gun legislation that I’ve recommended.
And there should be a national grassroots
campaign against youth violence.

I’ll make you a prediction: I believe that
there will be a significant number of people
in the entertainment community who will
participate in it, because a lot of them have
said something to me about it. And I think
that the public ambivalence you see is more
their uncertainty about, well, are we agreeing
to censorship; are we getting into trouble
here? But I think if they just go back to the
beginning—which is, we’ve got a lot of chil-
dren in trouble in this country; they’re sub-
ject to too much violence through media and
cultural contacts, and it’s too easy for them
to get guns. And if we all work at it that
way, so that nobody is pointing a finger at
anybody else, I think we’ll have good partici-
pation from the entertainment community,
and I’ll be surprised if we don’t.

Mrs. Clinton’s Possible Senate Bid
Q. Do you think you’d really be happy as

a Senate husband?
Q. Is there any doubt she’ll run, sir?

The President. I’ll be happy if she’s doing
what she wants.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:36 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Representatives of the National
Association of Theatre Owners and
an Exchange With Reporters
June 8, 1999

The President. Good afternoon. Please be
seated.

Ladies and gentlemen, I hope you won’t
be confused when I tell you that I have just
met with the representatives of NATO, and
we talked about the movies. [Laughter] I am,
of course, referring to a somewhat different
NATO than we usually discuss around
here—the National Association of Theatre
Owners.

We had a very good discussion, and I want
to thank NATO President Bill Kartozian and
his colleagues who are here with him for the
efforts they are making to make sure that
we work together to prevent youth violence,
and the ways the theater industry, in particu-
lar, can help in that cause.

It has been less than 2 months since the
tragedy at Columbine High School seared
itself into our national consciousness. Ever
since that day, our country has been moving
steadily away from a culture of youth violence
toward creating the kind of future we want
for our children. People from all walks of life
are coming together in a national grassroots
campaign to prevent youth violence, to give
our children the childhoods they deserve.

We all know that parents are the first and
most important influences on their children,
but we know, too, that the demands on them
are increasing, and as more and more parents
work outside the home, they have less and
less time with their children. On average,
families now have a life in which parents
spend about 22 hours a week less at home
than parents did a generation ago. Over the
18 years of a child’s childhood, that amounts
to more than 2 years’ time.
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Since my first days as President, we have
worked hard to help parents better balance
the demands of home and work. One of the
ways we’ve tried to do that is to give parents
better tools to make immediate but informed
judgments about the shows their children
watch, the music they hear, the video games
they play. We’ve worked hard to give parents
new tools like the V-chip, which by the end
of next month will be in half the new tele-
vision sets sold in America and will help par-
ents to block violent programming from their
living rooms. We’ve also made progress on
parental screening for the Internet and rat-
ings for Internet game sites.

But we must do more. We must ensure
that children are not the targets of violence
in marketing. That’s why last week I asked
the Department of Justice and the Federal
Trade Commission to study the extent to
which the video game, movie, and music in-
dustries market violence to children and
whether those industries are abiding by their
own voluntary systems of regulation.

For rating systems to work, they must also
be enforced, not simply by watchful parents
but by retailers at the point of sales and thea-
ter owners at the multiplex. The great thing
about the multiplex is that there’s a movie
for every member of the family, but not every
movie is for every member of the family.
When you drop them off, you shouldn’t have
to worry about your G-rated kids getting into
violent or suggestive R-rated movies. Too
often children do get past the ticket counter,
unescorted and underage.

I’m pleased to announce today the theater
owners are clearly drawing the line. The Na-
tion’s largest group of theater owners has
asked—has agreed to ask young people for
ID’s at R-rated movies. From now on, par-
ents will know that the R-rating means what
it is supposed to mean—restricted, no one
under 17 without a parent or guardian, and
no exceptions.

Last month, when I challenged the theater
owners to step up to this responsibility, I
could only have hoped that they would re-
spond so quickly. So again, let me applaud
Bill Kartozian, his organization, and all their
members for doing their part. I know we
have parents here representing the PTA, and

I want to thank them for coming, and I know
they join me in applauding this action.

Let me also say that I hope that, as the
recess ends, the Congress will do its part.
Next week the House will take up important
legislation already passed by the Senate to
help prevent youth violence by common-
sense measures to keep guns out of the hands
of children. They closed the deadly gun show
loophole, required that safety locks be sold
with every handgun, banned the importation
of large-capacity ammunition clips, and
banned violent juveniles from owning guns
as adults. I strongly urge the House not to
riddle this legislation with loopholes, or to
delay, but to pass the law, and pass it quickly.

Let me also say I hope others will follow
the lead of the theater owners. In our grow-
ing national campaign to prevent youth vio-
lence, none can stand aside; none should
stand in the way. In the weeks and months
ahead, we will continue to move forward as
one nation, striving to build that better future
we all want for our children.

Now, I’d like to ask Bill Kartozian to tell
us more about the steps the theater owners
have agreed to take. Let’s give him a big
hand.

Mr. Kartozian.

[At this point, William F. Kartozian, presi-
dent, National Association of Theatre Own-
ers, made brief remarks.]

Situation in the Balkans

Q. Mr. President, are you optimistic on
Kosovo?

The President. Well, I’m hopeful. You
know, we’re going to have—we’ve got to have
the military meeting and work out the details.
But the G–8 statement is good.

Q. And how quickly could the peace-
keepers go in, do you think?

The President. Well, they’re working out
the details—I hope shortly, we will know.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.
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Statement on the Resignation of
Janet Yellen as Chair of the Council
of Economic Advisers
June 8, 1999

I am sorry to learn that Dr. Janet Yellen
intends to resign as Chair of the Council of
Economic Advisers. Her extraordinary intel-
lect and keen grasp of domestic and inter-
national economics have contributed enor-
mously to the formation of my administra-
tion’s policies in critical areas ranging from
Social Security, health care, and the budget
to trade and international financial architec-
ture. Janet has been a consistent advocate
for sound economic policy, and she has been
an important contributor to the extraordinary
economic progress we have made in recent
years. I wish her and George the very best
as they return to private life.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
President Goncz
April 8, 1999

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
White House. And a special welcome to
President and Mrs. Goncz, members of the
Hungarian delegation.

Exactly 150 years ago, in 1849, a young
Congressman from Illinois, serving his first
and only term in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, offered a resolution supporting
the Hungarian people’s struggle for inde-
pendence and democracy. At that time, the
leader of the Hungarian freedom movement,
of course, was Lajos Kossuth. The Congress-
man was Abraham Lincoln. The bonds be-
tween our citizens, based not only on the
large number of distinguished Hungarian-
Americans in our country but also on our
shared aspirations for freedom and democ-
racy, have very deep roots.

I would like to say a special word of thanks
to Congressman Tom and Annette Lantos,
and others who have helped them, because
they are responsible for the fact that a bust
of Kossuth now stands in the rotunda of our
Capitol.

Ralph Waldo Emerson called him ‘‘the
angel of freedom.’’ He was only the second
non-American—Lafayette being the first—to

address both Houses of Congress. Crowds
greeted him wherever he went. He was a true
American hero.

Mr. President, like Kossuth, you taught
yourself English while you were in prison,
at a time when you had just escaped a death
sentence and faced a life term because you
stood for liberty. Later, you translated the
works of many great writers: Edith Wharton,
Thomas Wolfe, William Faulkner, Ernest
Hemingway, Arthur Miller, James Baldwin,
John Updike, Alice Walker. And at least two
I think are here tonight: William Styron and
Susan Sontag. These translations offered
Hungarians a window on the West and
earned you many admirers at home. This
work is just one part, but it is a vital part,
of your contribution to ending the division
of Europe.

I even noted in preparing for this that you
translated into Hungarian President Bush’s
1988 campaign biography, ‘‘Looking For-
ward.’’ [Laughter] Now by the time Al Gore
and I published our book, ‘‘Putting People
First,’’ in 1992, you were already President
of Hungary and, unfortunately, too busy to
translate this profoundly important work.
[Laughter] At least I choose to believe that
is the reason you did not choose to translate
it. [Laughter]

In this decade, your own works have been
translated and published in English, your
plays performed in the United States. They
are a brave set of explorations of political
conflict and war, freedom and betrayal, the
struggle for daily survival and dignity in the
face of adversity. Americans have absorbed
these works as we have watched you lead
your nation, deepening freedom there and
promoting human rights and ethnic tolerance
around the world and especially in your own
region.

The only Hungarian head of state to make
an official visit to Romania in this century,
you told the joint session of Parliament there
that ethnic minorities enrich their nations
and ‘‘form a valuable connective link in
strengthening relations’’ between nations.

Your vision of people living together and
nations living together, resolving differences
peacefully, drawing strength from their di-
versity, treating all people with equal dignity,
this will form the basis of a better future for
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Europe and the world. It is at the heart of
what we have been trying to do in our efforts
to reverse ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and to
build a southeastern Europe in which all peo-
ple can live together in dignity and freedom.

Now, Mr. President, normally when I pro-
pose a toast to a visiting head of state, I say
something like, ‘‘cheers.’’ I have been advised
by the State Department that the Hungarian
word for ‘‘cheers’’ is, and I want to quote
from the memo I got—[laughter]—‘‘prac-
tically impossible to pronounce correctly.’’
[Laughter] I have accepted their considered
judgment. [Laughter] So, instead, I would
like to salute you and Mrs. Goncz with the
words that greeted Kossuth on streamers all
across New York City on the day he arrived
in America: Isten Hozta. Welcome.

I ask all of you to join me in a toast to
President and Mrs. Goncz and to the people
of Hungary. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:35 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Maria Zsuzsanna Gonter, wife of
President Goncz. The transcript made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of President Goncz.

Opening Remarks at a Roundtable
Discussion on Increasing Trust
Between Communities and Law
Enforcement
June 9, 1999

Thank you very much. Madam Attorney
General, Secretary Slater, Congresswoman
Sheila Jackson Lee, Congressman Greg
Meeks, Mayor Williams, and other distin-
guished panelists in the gathering. Let me
say I will try to be brief because I want to
get to the roundtable discussion, but there
are one or two things that I want to say.

First, I thank all of you for coming here.
This is a truly extraordinary group of Ameri-
cans, people who don’t always see eye to eye
on issues, sitting down for a real heart-to-
heart conversation about something that is
profoundly important to all of us. And I thank
you for that.

Second, before we get into this whole issue
about the safety and security of our commu-
nities, I’d like to say a few words about an-

other important law enforcement issue that
is breaking today in Washington, involving
our efforts to keep guns out of the wrong
hands. Just before the Memorial Day recess,
the United States Senate passed a bill de-
signed to close the dangerous gun show loop-
hole, to require that safety locks be sold with
every handgun, to ban the importation of
large-capacity ammunition clips, and to ban
violent juveniles from owning handguns as
adults. Now the House of Representatives
will take up such legislation.

According to reports in the morning paper,
the House leadership has decided to bypass
the Judiciary Committee and just report out
a bill that dramatically waters down the pro-
visions in the Senate. It is a bill plainly ghost-
written by the NRA. I think it is wrong to
let the NRA call the shots on this issue.
They’ve been calling the shots on this issue
for decades now, and we have failed to do
what is manifestly in the interest of our chil-
dren and our community.

Now, I don’t know what else to say about
this. But if the American people care about
it, if we can still remember Littleton—it
hasn’t even been 2 months—then we ought
to speak up and be heard. This is a classic,
horrible example of how Washington is out
of touch with the rest of America, and it is
time that the rest of America corrected it.

Now, why are we here? For several years
now, crime has been going down in nearly
every category, in virtually every community
in America. In the areas where it is highest,
or was highest several years ago, there is no
question that one of the reasons, and perhaps
the principal reason, that crime has dropped
so much is that communities all across our
country have put more dedicated community
police officers on the street, working the
neighborhoods, knowing families, knowing
children, going the extra mile to help prevent
crime in the first place.

Now, that has worked very well on the
whole. But we also know that we have a
major problem, which in some places has
gotten worse as our communities have grown
increasingly diverse. While public confidence
in the police has been growing steadily over-
all, people of color continue to have less con-
fidence and less trust and believe that they
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are targeted for actions by the police not be-
cause of their illegal conduct but because of
the color of their skin.

We have to restore the trust between com-
munity and police in every community in
America. It is the only way that community
policing can really work to make our streets
safe. The vast majority of police officers do
great honor to the badges they wear with
pride. But we must continue to hold account-
able those who abuse their power by using
excessive or even deadly force. These cases
may be relatively rare, but one case can sear
our hearts forever.

We also must stop the morally indefensi-
ble, deeply corrosive practice of racial
profiling. Last year I met with a group of
black journalists, and I asked how many of
them had been stopped by the police, in their
minds for no reason other than the color of
their skin, and every single journalist in the
room raised his hand—every one.

People of color have the same reaction
wherever you go. Members of Congress can
tell this story. Students, professors, even off-
duty police officers, can tell this story. No
person of color is immune from such
humiliating experiences. A racial profiling is,
in fact, the opposite of good police work,
where actions are based on hard facts, not
stereotypes. It is wrong; it is destructive; and
it must stop.

As a necessary step to combat it, we, too,
need hard facts. Today I am directing my
Cabinet agencies to begin gathering detailed
information on their law enforcement activi-
ties. The Justice Department will then ana-
lyze this data to assess whether and where
law enforcement engage in racial profiling
and what concrete steps we need to take at
the national level to eliminate it anywhere
it exists. We are committed to doing this, and
we hope that all of you will support us in
this endeavor.

Of course, we must also recognize that
only a fraction of our law enforcement offi-
cers work under the jurisdiction of the Fed-

eral Government. So today I ask all State and
local police forces and their agencies to make
the same commitment to collecting the same
data. And I ask Congress to provide them
with the resources they need to take this vital
step, as the bill sponsored by Representative
Conyers would do.

We all have an obligation to move beyond
anecdotes to find out exactly who is being
stopped and why. We all have an obligation
to do whatever is necessary to ensure equal
protection under the law.

Some say police misconduct is an inevi-
table byproduct of the crackdown on crime.
I don’t believe that’s so. As a society, we don’t
have to choose between keeping safe and
treating people right, between enforcing the
law and upholding civil rights. We can do
both. Everybody in this room knows it, and
you know we have to do both.

We have seen this happen in city after city:
In Boston, where the community is involved
at every level of problem solving, where
crime has fallen and trust in the police and
minority communities has grown; we see it
in communities in Chicago and San Diego
and Houston; we can see it in every commu-
nity in America.

We have our models. We need to work
on them. We need to find out what is going
on. We need to talk freely. We need to listen
carefully. One of the things I have learned,
much to my surprise, since I moved to Wash-
ington is that there are probably more words
spoken and fewer heard here than any place
I have ever lived. [Laughter]

So let us listen to each other, as well as
speak our piece. Let us emerge from this
conference with a concrete plan of action for
keeping up the work. We can do it, we must
start today.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:08 p.m. in the
Cotillion Ballroom at the Marriott Wardman Park
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Anthony A. Williams of Washington, DC.
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Memorandum on Fairness
in Law Enforcement
June 9, 1999

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Attorney General, the
Secretary of the Interior

Subject: Fairness in Law Enforcement:
Collection of Data

We must work together to build the trust
of all Americans in law enforcement. We
have great confidence in our Federal law en-
forcement officers and know that they strive
to uphold the best principles of law enforce-
ment in our democratic society. We cannot
tolerate, however, officers who cross the line
and abuse their position by mistreating law-
abiding individuals or who bring their own
racial bias to the job. No person should be
subject to excessive force, and no person
should be targeted by law enforcement be-
cause of the color of his or her skin.

Stopping or searching individuals on the
basis of race is not effective law enforcement
policy, and is not consistent with our demo-
cratic ideals, especially our commitment to
equal protection under the law for all per-
sons. It is neither legitimate nor defensible
as a strategy for public protection. It is simply
wrong.

To begin addressing the problem of racial
profiling, Federal agencies should collect
more data at all levels of law enforcement
to better define the scope of the problem.
The systematic collection of statistics and in-
formation regarding Federal law enforce-
ment activities can increase the fairness of
our law enforcement practices. Tracking the
race, ethnicity, and gender of those who are
stopped or searched by law enforcement will
help to determine where problems exist, and
guide the development of solutions.

I therefore direct you to design and imple-
ment a system to collect and report statistics
relating to race, ethnicity, and gender for law
enforcement activities in your department.
Specifically, you shall:

(1) develop a proposal within 120 days,
in consultation with the Attorney
General, for a system of data collec-
tion and an implementation plan for
a field test of that system, including

the law enforcement agency compo-
nents, sites, data sets, training, and
other methods and procedures to be
included in the field testing. You shall
implement field tests within 60 days
of finalizing their proposals;

(2) to the extent practicable, collect data
that is sufficiently detailed to permit
an analysis of actions relevant to the
activities of the included law enforce-
ment agencies by race, ethnicity, or
gender. Such actions may include
traffic stops, pedestrian stops, a more
extensive inspection or interview than
that customarily conducted with en-
trants to the United States, requests
for consent to search, or warrantless
searches. Data acquired pursuant to
this memorandum may not contain
any information that may reveal the
identity of any individual; and

(3) provide to the Attorney General a
summary of the information collected
during the first year of your field test,
including civilian complaints received
alleging bias based on the race, eth-
nicity, or gender of the complainant
in law enforcement activities; your
process for investigating and resolving
such complaints; and the outcomes of
any such investigations. The Attorney
General shall report to me, in con-
sultation with relevant agency heads,
on the results of the field tests with:
(i) an evaluation of the first year of
the field test; (ii) an implementation
plan to expand the data collection and
reporting system to other components
and locations within the agency and
to make such system permanent; and
(iii) recommendations to improve the
fair administration of law enforce-
ment activities.

In addition, within 120 days of the date
of this directive, you shall provide a report
to me on your training programs, policies,
and practices regarding the use of race, eth-
nicity, and gender in your law enforcement
activities, along with recommendations for
improving those programs, policies, and
practices.

William J. Clinton
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Remarks at the Dedication
Ceremony for the Dale and Betty
Bumpers Vaccine Research Center
in Bethesda, Maryland

June 9, 1999

Thank you very much, Senator Harkin, for
your friendship, your leadership, and for your
successful efforts to get this facility named
for Dale and Betty Bumpers. You know, ever
since the Republicans won a majority in the
House and the Senate in 1994, it’s been im-
possible to get anything named for a Demo-
crat. [Laughter] We named more buildings
than ever before in the history of the country,
at a breathtaking rate, and I just wanted to
come here to make sure this was actually
going to happen today. [Laughter] And I
really thank you, Tom Harkin, for your per-
sistence.

Thank you, Dr. Varmus, Dr. Satcher. Sec-
retary Shalala, thank you for your remarks
and what you said. I want to thank all the
leaders of the NIH who are here, and others
involved in all the various endeavors, espe-
cially Sandy Thurman, who leads our efforts
on AIDS. I want to say a special word of
appreciation to the families of Dale and Betty
Bumpers who are here, including two of their
three children.

I want to express the regrets of the First
Lady and the Vice President for not being
able to be here today. And in particular, be-
cause of our long friendship and common in-
terest, I know that Hillary wanted to come.

Forty-four years ago Edward R. Murrow
described the day Dr. Salk announced his
discovery of a polio vaccine with these words,
‘‘The Sun was warm, the Earth coming alive.
There was hope and promise in the air. The
occasion called for banners in the breeze and
trumpets in the distance.’’

Indeed, that discovery did herald the dawn
of a golden age of development of vaccines
and prevention of disease. In the 50 years
since, we have benefited from the discovery
of vaccines against some 20 infectious dis-
eases; tens of millions of lives have been
saved; tens of millions of children have been
spared the agony and crippling pain of polio,
mumps, rubella, measles, most recently,
meningitis.

Twenty years ago we eradicated smallpox,
the disease that for thousands of years struck
down men, women, and children all around
the world and destroyed entire civilizations.
We have eliminated polio from our own
hemisphere and, as you’ve already heard,
we’ll eliminate it from the Earth early in the
new millennium.

The triumph of vaccines over infectious
disease is one of the great achievements of
a remarkable 20th century. And at century’s
end, the men and women who labor in labs
to unlock the mysteries of human biology and
disease, especially those here at the National
Institutes of Health, have made this one of
America’s great citadels of hope, not only for
our people but for people throughout the
world.

I think it is important to note, though, that
we are here today because the triumph of
immunization over disease is also the tri-
umph not just of scientists but of countless
citizens across America, public health spe-
cialists, advocates, volunteers, leaders in
Government, who work together to support
new research and to bring lifesaving vaccines
to all people. It is the triumph of the couple
we honor today, my friends of many, many
years, Dale and Betty Bumpers.

More than 25 years ago, Betty Bumpers
was the first person to open my eyes to the
fact that though many vaccines had been dis-
covered, approved, and marketed, too few
children in our State, then, and across Amer-
ica, were being immunized. As the First Lady
of our State, she visited every community and
every school, talking to parents and teachers
about the necessity of immunizing their chil-
dren. In fact, Betty became so identified with
the immunization cause that people used to
joke that every time she walked into a school,
the kids would start to cry. [Laughter] They
knew that when she came in, somebody was
going to have to get a shot.

Her work inspired President Carter to
launch a nationwide campaign to immunize
all children by the time they entered school.
Today, I am still amazed by her tirelessness
in traveling across the country with Rosalynn
Carter to ensure that every child is immu-
nized by the age of 2. I’d also like to say
something that many of you know: She is
here today, just 2 days after back surgery,
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which is an ultimate testament to her grit
and determination.

She’s made sort of a second career, Betty
has, out of deflating egos, especially her hus-
band’s and mine. [Laughter] And I told her
today, she just hit me one more time. I got
a huge applause in the State of the Union
Address a couple of years ago, railing against
these HMO’s and hospitals that kicked peo-
ple out after drive-by surgery. And she’s ex-
hibit A for drive-by surgery. [Laughter] I
mean, here she is; she looks great. I’m going
to have to at least modify my position on that
issue, I guess.

When Betty was working at the grassroots,
Dale was working in Government. Over four
terms and 24 years, representing our home
State in the United States Senate, he became
the resident expert and the greatest cham-
pion for immunization in that body. Through
dark times, when it looked as if Congress and
the White House might fail to do their part
to make vaccines more widely available, his
passionate and persuasive arguments would
stir consciences and, on occasion, change
votes.

After the measles epidemic of the late
eighties and early nineties, Dale Bumpers
rallied his colleagues. He took to the Senate
floor to lament 27,000 cases of measles, cases
he called, and I quote, ‘‘totally shameful and
avoidable.’’ He challenged his colleagues to
rise to their responsibility to protect our chil-
dren. Our children have been lucky to have
his heart and his voice at their service.

For a long, long time, Hillary and I have
been inspired by Dale and Betty’s personal
crusade. In 1993 I took office committed to
renewing America and preparing our country
for a new century. A key to the strategy we
embraced was investing in our people, invest-
ing in technology, and dramatically increas-
ing our efforts in research and development
in areas that were pivotal opportunities for
the future of Americans’ quality of life. We
made funding basic science research that
could lead to new vaccines one of our top
priorities. We launched a new initiative to
improve immunization services, to make ex-
isting vaccines safer and more affordable, and
to boost immunization rates across America.

And I was profoundly proud when, two
summers ago, Hillary and I were able to in-

vite Dale and Betty to the White House,
where we announced that finally America
had reached its highest immunization rate
ever and more than 90 percent of all 2-year-
olds in our country have received their most
critical doses of recommended vaccines,
thanks in no small measure to the years and
years and years of effort that they have spear-
headed.

Therefore, it is entirely fitting that today
we dedicate this state-of-the-art facility to
them, two great Americans, two wonderful
human beings. Today we also lay a new cor-
nerstone in our ongoing efforts against HIV
and AIDS. With biotechnology accelerating
the development of new vaccines and making
existing ones even safer, it is a hopeful mo-
ment for vaccine research in America, in-
cluding the challenge of finding a vaccine
against AIDS.

Today, one out of every 100 people in the
world is living with HIV and AIDS. With the
recent news that AIDS has surpassed tuber-
culosis and malaria to become the leading
infectious killer in the world, claiming 21⁄2
million lives in 1998 alone, and growing, I
might add, at truly breathtaking rates in Afri-
ca and India, we cannot afford to waste a
second in our fight against it.

Over the past 6 years, we have worked
hard to conquer this disease. We have estab-
lished the Office of National AIDS Policy to
lead an effort full-time, expanded our invest-
ment in AIDS research to a record $1.8 bil-
lion, accelerated the approval of new drugs.
Two years ago, as Secretary Shalala said, I
challenged America to come together to de-
velop a vaccine for AIDS within 10 years.
Our balanced budget will target $200 million
toward this goal. And until an AIDS vaccine
is tested and approved, it will remain the pri-
mary mission of the Dale and Betty Bumpers
Vaccine Research Center.

I am confident that this is a place where
miracles will happen, miracles born of hard
work, ceaseless effort, visionary dreams. I
look forward to the day when I can come
back here, to a grand facility with, in
Murrow’s words, ‘‘banners blowing in the
breeze, and trumpets in the distance,’’ her-
alding another great vaccine achievement for
mankind, the end of AIDS.
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When that day comes, it will be due in
large part to the people who will be here
at the Bumpers Center, and to the two truly
wonderful people for whom the center is
named.

Thank you, for your work and for letting
me be a part of today’s ceremony. And God
bless you, Dale and Betty.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at the
National Institute of Health. In his remarks, he
referred to Harold E. Varmus, Director, National
Institute of Health; Surgeon General David
Satcher; and Director of National AIDS Policy
Sandra Thurman.

Statement on the Military Technical
Agreement on Kosovo
June 9, 1999

The agreement reached today by NATO
and Serbian military officials is another im-
portant step toward achieving our objectives
in Kosovo. It lays out the details to meet the
essential conditions for peace: the rapid, or-
derly withdrawal of all Serb forces from
Kosovo and the deployment of an inter-
national security force, with NATO at its
core, which means a unified NATO chain of
command, so that Kosovars can return home
safely. We and our Allies will watch carefully
to see whether the Serb forces are peacefully
leaving Kosovo in accordance with the
agreed timetable. We have made clear to the
leaders of the Kosovo Liberation Army that
we expect them not to hinder the Serb with-
drawal.

NOTE: The statement referred to the Military
Technical Agreement Between the International
Security Force (KFOR) and the Governments of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Re-
public of Serbia.

Remarks on the Military Technical
Agreement on Kosovo and an
Exchange With Reporters
June 10, 1999

The President. Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen. I have just spoken with NATO
Secretary General Solana, who, as you know,

has determined that the Serb forces have
begun their withdrawal from Kosovo, an es-
sential step toward meeting NATO’s condi-
tions and restoring peace.

Accordingly, NATO has suspended its air
campaign against Serbia. An International
Security Force, including American troops,
is preparing to enter Kosovo. I will address
the Nation this evening, but I would like to
make a few points now.

We and our Allies launched our campaign
in the face of Serbia’s brutal, systematic ef-
fort to remove Kosovars, ethnic Albanians,
from their land, dead or alive. From the be-
ginning, we had three clear objectives: the
withdrawal of Serb forces, the deployment
of an international security force with NATO
at the core, the return of the Kosovars to
their home to live in security and self-govern-
ment. Serbia now has accepted these condi-
tions and the process of implementing them
is underway.

The Kosovars have been victims of terrible
atrocities. Their only hope was that the world
would not turn away in the face of ethnic
cleansing and killing, that the world would
take a stand. We did, for 78 days. Because
we did, the Kosovars will go home.

Our policy was designed to achieve our ob-
jectives in Kosovo and to do so in a way that
advanced other important interests:

First, to prevent the violence from spread-
ing to other nations in southeastern Europe
and undermining the progress they have
made toward deeper democracy, greater eth-
nic and religious tolerance, and broader pros-
perity. They felt the greatest strain, but they
never wavered. And I thank them for that.

Second, to achieve our aims as an alliance,
19 democratic nations, with 780 million peo-
ple, working together in the first sustained
military operation in NATO’s history, the Al-
liance did stay together. It is now stronger
and more united than ever. And I thank my
fellow leaders in the Alliance for their fidelity
and their fortitude.

Third, to act in a manner that would
strengthen, not weaken, our vital relations
with a democratic Russia. Russia played an
important role in achieving this peace, and
we hope that, as in Bosnia, it will join us
in securing the peace.
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There are so many people to thank: first,
Secretary General Solana and General Clark,
who were steadfast and effective, our NATO
Allies—I have spoken already with Prime
Minister Blair and have calls out to many oth-
ers. I hope to speak at least to President
Chirac, Chancellor Schroeder, Prime Min-
ister D’Alema, Prime Minister Chretien, Mr.
Kok, Mr. Aznar, and many others. They were
all—all 19 held together so well.

I want to thank President Ahtisaari and
Mr. Chernomyrdin for their diplomatic mis-
sion, which played a critical role in this. I
want to thank President Yeltsin for his strong
instructions to his team to resolve these mat-
ters so that we can go forward.

I want to thank our allies in Congress in
both Houses and both parties for believing
in America’s mission in Kosovo. I want to
thank our team very much, those who are
not here: the Vice President, who played a
large role in putting together the
Chernomyrdin-Ahtisaari team; Secretary
Albright, whose passionate commitment to
this cause is well-known; and Deputy Sec-
retary Talbott, who was pivotal in the diplo-
matic efforts. I want to thank Secretary
Cohen and General Shelton, who persevered
with great confidence and calmness amidst
criticisms and the early rough-going to
achieve the victory that they have achieved.

And I want to say a special word of thanks
to Mr. Berger, who has barely slept for the
last 3 months and who has done a superb
job. He and Mr. Podesta and Mr. Steinberg,
our entire national security team has done
a very, very good job.

And finally, let me say I am enormously
proud of our men and women in uniform,
and those of our Allies, who have performed
with tremendous skill and courage, striking
at Serbia’s military machine and aiding the
refugees. I am profoundly grateful for what
they have done. I am very grateful that the
loss of life was limited to the tragedies in
the two training incidents and that we only
lost two planes in the combat operation.

And I am grateful to the American citizens,
who felt enormous compassion for the suffer-
ing of the people in Kosovo and understood
the importance of standing up to the war
crimes involved in ethnic cleansing and kill-
ing, and the kind of ethnic and religious big-

otry and violence we have seen against inno-
cent civilians.

Now we are waiting for the United Nations
to pass a resolution that the G–8 nations have
embraced. We expect the Security Council
to adopt it shortly.

We must be mindful that even though we
now have a chance to replace violence with
peace, ethnic and religious hatred with a
democratic future, a bloody century in Eu-
rope with a Europe undivided, democratic,
and at peace, there is still quite a lot to be
done:

First, we have to make sure that the Serbs
keep their commitments. That means the
forces must rapidly and peacefully leave
Kosovo under the agreed timetable, 11 days
from yesterday. NATO’s air campaign is sus-
pended. It is not formally terminated, and
Secretary General Solana retains the author-
ity to resume strikes if Serbia violates its
commitments.

Second, we face challenges and risks in
bringing home the refugees and restoring
stability. With determination and coopera-
tion, an International Security Force of
roughly 50,000 troops, including 7,000 Amer-
icans, can give the people of Kosovo the con-
fidence to return, to lay down their arms,
to heal their wounds, to live in peace. But
there are operational difficulties with this, as
well, which you will see over the next few
days as we come to grips with them.

Finally, we face the broader challenge of
preventing future crises by promoting de-
mocracy and prosperity in this region which
has been so troubled. With our Allies and
partners, we must intensify these efforts. In
the past 4 months, we have seen some of
the worst inhumanity in our lifetime, but
we’ve also seen the bravery of our troops,
the resolve of our democracy, the decency
of our people, and the courage and deter-
mination of the people of Kosovo. We now
have a moment of hope, thanks to all those
qualities. And we have to finish the job and
build the peace.

Thank you.

KFOR Timetable
Q. Mr. President, sir, is there anything you

can tell the American people as to how long
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the NATO peacekeepers will have to be in
Kosovo, including the American forces?

The President. I don’t think we should
put a timetable on it. We will define our ob-
jectives and proceed to implement them.

Serbian Leadership
Q. Can you see the NATO peacekeeping

force leaving Kosovo with Mr. Milosevic still
in power?

The President. Well, I would put it in a
different way. What I would like to see is
all the nations of southeastern Europe built
up. I’d like to see them coming closer to-
gether, and then I’d like to see them becom-
ing more integrated with the economic and
security structure of Europe, so that we will
see them growing and prospering the way
Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic
did after the fall of communism, for example.
And I don’t see how Serbia can participate
in that unless they have a leadership that is
committed to a multiethnic, multireligious
democracy and to genuine democracy and
human rights.

Success of Airstrikes
Q. Do you feel vindicated against the criti-

cism that the air war would not work, sir?
The President. Well, I think—again, I

would say, I think that our people in uniform
performed superbly, and they performed
risking their lives. We regret the fact that
there were any civilian casualties, but our pi-
lots risked their lives to minimize those cas-
ualties. And there were far fewer here, for
example, than there were in the Gulf war—
far, far fewer.

And I think it’s a tribute to Secretary
Cohen and to General Shelton and the others
who believed that, given these facts—given
these facts—and given the capacity of our
forces, that this strategy could work. We
never took other options off the table; we
had planned and thought about them. But
I think that our people in uniform, starting
with our Secretary of Defense, are the ones
that have been vindicated by this. And I’m
grateful for what they have achieved.

But in terms of America, the United States
should feel vindicated when the people go
home and when they’re safe and when we
can say that we, as a nation, have played a
role in reversing ethnic cleansing. Because
if we do that, after what we have done in
Bosnia and the work we have been doing in
Africa to set up a crisis response team to try
to prevent a Rwanda from ever occurring
again, then we will be able to see the world
go into the 21st century with a more humane
future, not able to stop all conflict, not able
to stop all ethnic conflict, but at last able to
prevent this sort of thing.

Serbian Willingness To Reach Agreement
Q. Why do you think he gave in now, Mr.

President?
Q. Apart from the air campaign, was it also

the indictment as a war criminal; was he get-
ting pressure from his own people, from his
military?

The President. They paid quite a high
price for this; they were hurt very badly.

Reconstruction of the Balkans
Q. Mr. President, sir, it’s going to cost a

lot of money to reconstruct Kosovo and also
the neighboring countries are going to need
a lot of aid. How much is the United States
willing to put up, and will this be a European
endeavor with help from the United States?

The President. Well, as I said, I would
expect that most of the money would come
from Europe because most of the costs of
this campaign, the air campaign, have been
borne by the United States. I don’t quarrel
with that. We had the capacity, and we did
what we should have done.

But I don’t want us to get into a haggling
situation, either. We should do this because
it’s the right thing to do. And it will be—
let me say this, it will be far less expensive—
far, far less expensive—for us to make a de-
cent contribution to the long-term develop-
ment of these people than it will be to wait
around for something like this to happen
again and run the risks, all the risks we had
to deal with this time that it might spread
and all of that.
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So I hope that we will be forthright. I hope
the international institutions will do their
part. And I think we need to focus on this
because this is the last big challenge.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to NATO Secretary General
Javier Solana; Gen. Wesley K. Clark, USA, Su-
preme Allied Commander Europe; Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; President
Jacques Chirac of France; Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany; Prime Minister Massimo
D’Alema of Italy; Prime Minister Jean Chretien
of Canada; Prime Minister Wim Kok of The Neth-
erlands; President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain;
President Martti Ahtisaari of Finland; former
Prime Minister and Special Envoy Viktor
Chernomyrdin and President Boris Yeltsin of Rus-
sia; and President Slobodan Milosevic of the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montene-
gro). The President also referred to the Military
Technical Agreement Between the International
Security Force (KFOR) and the Governments of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Re-
public of Serbia.

Remarks Honoring the 1998 World
Series Champion New York Yankees
June 10, 1999

I’m up—and we’re not rained out yet.
[Laughter]

Let me say to all of you how delighted
I am to see Joe and George and the entire
team here. As you might imagine, this has
been a very happy day at the White House,
because of the peace agreement in Kosovo.
And it’s a happy day in New York. One of
our friends, who has a business in the Bronx,
came through today and said that a lot of
his customers are Albanians who have rel-
atives and friends who will be able to go
home now.

And I think, if you look at the composition
of the Yankee team behind us, and you look
at the composition of the city and State they
represent, the United States should be proud
that at this moment in our history we were
able to stand against the proposition that any
people should be killed or uprooted or
abused because of their race, their ethnic

heritage, or their religious faith. It’s a good
day for America.

I also want to thank David Cone for com-
ing up here and making this presentation. I
understand that he got his first hit in several
years last night—[laughter]—and I feel like
that some days around here. [Laughter] So,
congratulations. It’s never too late to start
making hits.

I also was glad to hear the spirit of the
team, that we’re not going to come down
here in second place; but for all of us who
are genuine baseball fans, it’s nice to see that
the Yankees are at least getting a little com-
petition this year—[laughter]—but still win-
ning and doing very well, thank you.

You know, last year was a season—for
those of us who’ve loved baseball all our
lives—that clearly, irrevocably restored base-
ball as America’s pastime. And once again,
the Bronx Bombers—heavy emphasis on
Bronx, for Congressman Rangel and others—
[laughter]—proved themselves to be Ameri-
ca’s greatest team.

You know, this was a team that reminded
a lot of people of the Yankees that made the
Yankees America’s team—of Ruth and
Gehrig, of Mantle and Maris, of DiMaggio,
who threw out the first pitch at Yankee Sta-
dium in the last season.

And for lifetime baseball fans, I can’t help
saying a word, since he’s passed away, that
I’m awful glad that he was able to see one
last championship season for the Yankees.
You know, Yogi Berra said a lot of interesting
things. I’ve tried to commit a lot of them
to memory, and they always get a laugh, and
I won’t bother you with any of them today,
except he said one thing that I think is worth
repeating, because I think it is the motto of
this team and it reflects the spirit that I hope
we have when we come to work here every
day.

He said, ‘‘You give 100 percent in the first
half of the game, and if that isn’t enough,
in the second half, you give what’s left.’’
[Laughter] Well, last year, that’s what the
Yankees did all year long: more victories in
a year than any other team in Major League
history, 125. I understand that even George
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Steinbrenner was impressed. [Laughter] Al-
though I think he still wants to know what
happened to the other 50 games. [Laughter]
Joe Torre inspired America with his leader-
ship, his character, and his comeback. But
I can tell you, after having been President
now for 61⁄2 years, the leader can’t win with-
out good players.

I was glad to see Donna Shalala acknowl-
edge Mr. Steinbrenner, and now I know
where she got her grit. We all remember the
clutch hits of Paul O’Neill and Derek Jeter.
You remember David’s 20 wins; Bernie Wil-
liams’ battle—title, captured in the very last
day of the season; Tino Martinez’s game-win-
ning grand slam home run in the first game
of the World Series; and of course, World
Series MVP Scott Brosius’ two homers, six
RBI’s, and steady defense in the four-game
series. [Laughter]

Now, I don’t know how long America will
have to wait for another baseball season
where two guys hit over 60 home runs, but
the New York Yankees defied every conven-
tional wisdom about what a professional
baseball team could achieve in a highly com-
petitive league, with more and more teams
and more and more talented players.

But again, I say to all of you, all Ameri-
cans—Yankee fans, and even the couple of
guys in the press who waved their hands
when I said it was a good thing there was
a little more competition this season—every-
body who’s loved baseball from childhood
will never forget that Yankee team, and what
it did to clearly, clearly make baseball our
national pastime, and remind us that New
York Yankees are America’s team.

Thank you, and God bless you. Welcome.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 5:45
p.m. in the South Portico at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Joe Torre, manager,
and George M. Steinbrenner III, owner, New
York Yankees, and 1998 team members David
Cone, Paul O’Neill, Derek Jeter, Bernie Williams,
Tino Martinez, and Scott Brosius. The transcript
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of the First Lady.

Memorandum on Reports to the
Congress on the Convention on
Combating Bribery of Foreign
Public Officials in International
Business Transactions

June 10, 1999

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Delegation of Responsibility Under
the Senate Resolution of Advice and Consent
to Ratification of the Convention on
Combating Bribery of Foreign Public
Officials in International Business
Transactions

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States of
America, I hereby delegate to the Secretary
of State the responsibility of the President,
under the July 31, 1998, Senate resolution
of advice and consent to ratification of the
Convention on Combating Bribery of For-
eign Public Officials in International Busi-
ness Transactions, to submit annual reports
to the Congress relating to enforcement and
monitoring of that Convention.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Address to the Nation on the Military
Technical Agreement on Kosovo

June 10, 1999

My fellow Americans, tonight for the first
time in 79 days, the skies over Yugoslavia are
silent. The Serb army and police are with-
drawing from Kosovo. The one million men,
women, and children driven from their land
are preparing to return home. The demands
of an outraged and united international com-
munity have been met.

I can report to the American people that
we have achieved a victory for a safer world,
for our democratic values, and for a stronger
America. Our pilots have returned to base.
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The airstrikes have been suspended. Aggres-
sion against an innocent people has been
contained and is being turned back.

When I ordered our Armed Forces into
combat, we had three clear goals: to enable
the Kosovar people, the victims of some of
the most vicious atrocities in Europe since
the Second World War, to return to their
homes with safety and self-government; to
require Serbian forces responsible for those
atrocities to leave Kosovo; and to deploy an
international security force, with NATO at
its core, to protect all the people of that trou-
bled land, Serbs and Albanians, alike. Those
goals will be achieved. A necessary conflict
has been brought to a just and honorable
conclusion.

The result will be security and dignity for
the people of Kosovo, achieved by an alliance
that stood together in purpose and resolve,
assisted by the diplomatic efforts of Russia.
This victory brings a new hope that when
a people are singled out for destruction be-
cause of their heritage and religious faith and
we can do something about it, the world will
not look the other way.

I want to express my profound gratitude
to the men and women of our Armed Forces
and those of our Allies. Day after day, night
after night, they flew, risking their lives to
attack their targets and to avoid civilian cas-
ualties when they were fired upon from pop-
ulated areas. I ask every American to join
me in saying to them, thank you, you’ve made
us very proud.

I’m also grateful to the American people
for standing against the awful ethnic cleans-
ing, for sending generous assistance to the
refugees, and for opening your hearts and
your homes to the innocent victims who
came here.

I want to speak with you for a few mo-
ments tonight about why we fought, what we
achieved, and what we have to do now to
advance the peace, and together with the
people of the Balkans, forge a future of free-
dom, progress, and harmony.

We should remember that the violence we
responded to in Kosovo was the culmination
of a 10-year campaign by Slobodan
Milosevic, the leader of Serbia, to exploit eth-
nic and religious differences in order to im-
pose his will on the lands of the former Yugo-

slavia. That’s what he tried to do in Croatia
and in Bosnia, and now in Kosovo. The world
saw the terrifying consequences: 500 villages
burned; men of all ages separated from their
loved ones to be shot and buried in mass
graves; women raped; children made to
watch their parents die; a whole people
forced to abandon, in hours, communities
their families had spent generations building.

For these atrocities, Mr. Milosevic and his
top aides have been indicted by the Inter-
national War Crimes Tribunal for war crimes
and crimes against humanity. I will never for-
get the Kosovar refugees I recently met.
Some of them could barely talk about what
they had been through. All they had left was
hope that the world would not turn its back.

When our diplomatic efforts to avert this
horror were rebuffed and the violence
mounted, we and our Allies chose to act. Mr.
Milosevic continued to do terrible things to
the people of Kosovo, but we were deter-
mined to turn him back. Our firmness finally
has brought an end to a vicious campaign
of ethnic cleansing, and we acted early
enough to reverse it, to enable the Kosovars
to go home.

When they do, they will be safe. They will
be able to reopen their schools, speak their
language, practice their religion, choose their
leaders, and shape their destiny. There’ll be
no more days of foraging for food in the cold
of mountains and forests, no more nights of
hiding in cellars, wondering if the next day
will bring death or deliverance. They will
know that Mr. Milosevic’s army and para-
military forces will be gone, his 10-year cam-
paign of repression finished.

NATO has achieved this success as a
united alliance, ably led by Secretary General
Solana and General Clark. Nineteen democ-
racies came together and stayed together
through the stiffest military challenge in
NATO’s 50-year history.

We also preserved our critically important
partnership with Russia, thanks to President
Yeltsin, who opposed our military effort but
supported diplomacy to end the conflict on
terms that met our conditions. I’m grateful
to Russian envoy Chernomyrdin and Finnish
President Ahtisaari for their work, and to
Vice President Gore for the key role he
played in putting their partnership together.
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Now, I hope Russian troops will join us in
the force that will keep the peace in Kosovo,
just as they have in Bosnia.

Finally, we have averted the wider war this
conflict might well have sparked. The coun-
tries of southeastern Europe backed the
NATO campaign, helped the refugees, and
showed the world there is more compassion
than cruelty in this troubled region. This vic-
tory makes it all the more likely that they
will choose a future of democracy, fair treat-
ment of minorities, and peace.

Now we’re entering a new phase, building
that peace, and there are formidable chal-
lenges. First, we must be sure the Serbian
authorities meet their commitments. We are
prepared to resume our military campaign
should they fail to do so. Next, we must get
the Kosovar refugees home safely; mine
fields will have to be cleared; homes de-
stroyed by Serb forces will have to be rebuilt;
homeless people in need of food and medi-
cine will have to get them; the fate of the
missing will have to be determined; the
Kosovar Liberation Army will have to demili-
tarize, as it has agreed to do. And we in the
peacekeeping force will have to ensure that
Kosovo is a safe place to live for all its citi-
zens, ethnic Serbs as well as ethnic Alba-
nians.

For these things to happen, security must
be established. To that end, some 50,000
troops from almost 30 countries will deploy
to Kosovo. Our European Allies will provide
the vast majority of them; America will con-
tribute about 7,000. We are grateful that dur-
ing NATO’s air campaign we did not lose
a single serviceman in combat. But this next
phase also will be dangerous. Bitter memo-
ries will still be fresh, and there may well
be casualties. So we have made sure that the
force going into Kosovo will have NATO
command and control and rules of engage-
ment set by NATO. It will have the means
and the mandate to protect itself while doing
its job.

In the meantime, the United Nations will
organize a civilian administration while pre-
paring the Kosovars to govern and police
themselves. As local institutions take hold,
NATO will be able to turn over increasing
responsibility to them and draw down its
forces.

A third challenge will be to put in place
a plan for lasting peace and stability in
Kosovo and through all the Balkans. For that
to happen, the European Union and the
United States must plan for tomorrow, not
just today. We must help to give the democ-
racies of southeastern Europe a path to a
prosperous, shared future, a unifying magnet
more powerful than the pull of hatred and
destruction that has threatened to tear them
apart. Our European partners must provide
most of the resources for this effort, but it
is in America’s interest to do our part, as well.
A final challenge will be to encourage Serbia
to join its neighbors in this historic journey
to a peaceful, democratic, united Europe.

I want to say a few words to the Serbian
people tonight. I know that you, too, have
suffered in Mr. Milosevic’s wars. You should
know that your leaders could have kept
Kosovo as a part of your country without
driving a single Kosovar family from its
home, without killing a single adult or child,
without inviting a single NATO bomb to fall
on your country. You endured 79 days of
bombing, not to keep Kosovo a province of
Serbia, but simply because Mr. Milosevic was
determined to eliminate Kosovar Albanians
from Kosovo, dead or alive.

As long as he remains in power, as long
as your nation is ruled by an indicted war
criminal, we will provide no support for the
reconstruction of Serbia. But we are ready
to provide humanitarian aid now and to help
to build a better future for Serbia, too, when
its Government represents tolerance and
freedom, not repression and terror.

My fellow Americans, all these challenges
are substantial, but they are far preferable
to the challenges of war and continued insta-
bility in Europe. We have sent a message
of determination and hope to all the world.
Think of all the millions of innocent people
who died in this bloody century because de-
mocracies reacted too late to evil and aggres-
sion. Because of our resolve, the 20th century
is ending not with helpless indignation but
with a hopeful affirmation of human dignity
and human rights for the 21st century.

In a world too divided by fear among peo-
ple of different racial, ethnic, and religious
groups, we have given confidence to the
friends of freedom and pause to those who
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would exploit human difference for inhuman
purposes.

America still faces great challenges in this
world, but we look forward to meeting them.
So, tonight I ask you to be proud of your
country and very proud of the men and
women who serve it in uniform. For in
Kosovo, we did the right thing; we did it the
right way; and we will finish the job.

Good night, and may God bless our won-
derful United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro); NATO Secretary General Javier Solana;
Gen. Wesley K. Clark, USA, Supreme Allied
Commander Europe; President Martti Ahtisaari
of Finland; and former Prime Minister and Spe-
cial Envoy Viktor Chernomyrdin and President
Boris Yeltsin of Russia.

Remarks at a Democratic
Congressional Campaign
Committee Dinner
June 10, 1999

The President. Thank you very much.
Charlie, wait a minute. Before Chairman
Rangel sits down—you know, Dick Gephardt
got up there and said, ‘‘You know, the Chair-
man of the Ways and Means Committee is
as powerful as the President.’’ [Laughter]
Bob Johnson said, ‘‘That’s a scary thought.’’
[Laughter] And I said, ‘‘No, no, he’s more
powerful than the President.’’ [Laughter]

You should know that among all the things
we have to be grateful for tonight and to cele-
brate, tomorrow is Charlie Rangel’s birthday.
So I think we should sing ‘‘Happy Birthday’’
to him.

[At this point, the participants sang ‘‘Happy
Birthday.’’]

Representative Charles Rangel. My only
response is, save Social Security now!
[Laughter]

The President. That’s just like we re-
hearsed it. [Laughter]

Let me say to Congressman Rangel, and
in his absence, Chairman Clyburn, Eleanor
Holmes Norton, all the members of the cau-
cus who are still here and those who have

come and gone, to the members of the Cabi-
net that are here—I saw Secretary Slater and
Secretary Riley, there may be others here—
and my former Cabinet member Jesse
Brown, former Secretary of Veterans Affairs
back there, I’m glad to see you. My wonder-
ful friend from Chicago and fellow Arkansan,
John Stroger and all the others who did so
much to make this night a possibility. I thank
the chairman of the DNC, Joe Andrew, for
being here; and Lottie Shackelford, others
from the DNC who are here.

I want to say—I have so many friends here,
but there’s one young couple here that I’m
particularly pleased about being here, be-
cause they’re new Washingtonians, the newly
acquired new quarterback for the Washing-
ton Redskins, Rodney Peete, and his wonder-
ful wife, Holly Robinson Peete. You all stand
up there and say hello. [Applause] They are
a big addition to this community and wonder-
ful people, and I’m glad to have them.

I want to say a few things rather briefly
tonight. First of all, Congressman Rangel, my
wife said to tell you hello, and once again,
thank you for your friendship. [Laughter]
Secondly, I want you to know when we had
the New York Yankees at the White House
today to celebrate their championship last
year, I called them the Bronx Bombers, and
I emphasized ‘‘Bronx,’’ and I said I was doing
it at your behest. [Laughter]

Finally, let me say I was looking at Dick
Gephardt standing up here, and I have
known him for many years, and I thought
he was a good man and an able man when
I first met him. But I have watched him grow
in his responsibility, in the depth of his un-
derstanding and his spirit. He should be the
Speaker of the House. He should be the
Speaker of the House.

The last thing I want to say by way of intro-
duction is, I’m delighted to see Lionel
Hampton again. We had—John Conyers and
I had a 90th birthday party for him at the
White House last year, almost a year ago,
and they actually let me play with the band.
And I hadn’t played in months, and it was
really one of the nicest nights I’ve had in
the White House, and I’m very grateful for
that. And I’m grateful for him. If I look half
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as good at 60 as he does at 90—[laughter]—
if I can hear to play my horn as well as he
can hear to play his vibe, I will be a happy
fellow.

I apologize for being late here tonight. I
think all of you know why. I addressed the
people of the United States tonight about the
end of the conflict in Kosovo. I want to say
a couple of things about that and what it has
to do with all of the things that have already
been mentioned and all the issues we don’t
have time to mention tonight.

The unimaginable horrors that were in-
flicted on those people, which led to an un-
precedented indictment of a head of state,
Mr. Milosevic, for war crimes and crimes
against humanity, came to them solely be-
cause of their ethnicity and their religious
faith. And it is, indeed, ironic that here we
are on the edge of a new century and a new
millennium, with the world growing closer
together, with technology literally exploding
opportunities for all of us, with America be-
coming more and more diverse by the day,
that the world is most bedeviled by the oldest
problem of human society: people are scared
of people who don’t look like them and who
worship God in a different way than they do
and who basically come from a different
tribe.

We have learned, in ways good and bad,
that our differences make us stronger; they
make life more interesting; they make life
more fun. But if that curious balance that
exists inside all of us gets out of whack and
our fears overcome our hopes, we can go
quickly from fearing people to hating them,
to dehumanizing them, to justifying all man-
ner of repression and abuse of them.

What the conflict in Kosovo was about at
bottom is whether or not, after all we have
learned from what happened in World War
II to the Jewish people and others in Nazi
repression and all we have seen since, would
or would not provoke the world, especially
after the agonizing experience we had in
Bosnia and the awful experience we had in
Rwanda, when everyone was caught flat-
footed, with no mechanism to deal with it—
whether we would say, ‘‘Okay, from now on
we don’t expect everybody to get along. We
don’t think we can abolish all war. But if in-
nocent civilians are going to be slaughtered

and uprooted and have their lives destroyed
and their families wrecked only because of
their racial or ethnic background, or their re-
ligious faith—if we can stop it, we intend to
stop it.’’

The United States did not go there for any
territorial gain or economic gain. We went
there because we want there to be peace and
harmony, first in Europe and, wherever pos-
sible, in the rest of the world. We went there
with an Army that looks like America; an Air
Force that looks like America. We landed a
Marine expeditionary unit in Greece today,
going into Kosovo to help those folks come
home, that looks like America.

There are people from every conceivable
racial and ethnic group and all different reli-
gious backgrounds, bound together by what
they have in common being more important
than the interesting things that divide them.

I say that because I am grateful for what
they have achieved with our Allies. But I
know, as I look toward the future, when I
am long gone from this job, and the world
grows closer and closer—but we will still
have struggles between those who are left
out and those who are included in the bounty
of the world. We will still have to deal with
terrorism and weapons of mass destruction
and international criminal gangs and all, and
people will always be trying to feed on the
differences, to switch the balance from hope
to fear. And it will be very important that
the United States of our children and grand-
children be a force for bringing people to-
gether, not tearing them apart. And we will
not be able to do that, over the long run,
to do good around the world, unless we first
are good at home.

That is why—that’s why I’ve worked as
hard as I can on all the issues involving race,
why I know we’ve got to get rid of this racial
profiling, why I know we’ve got to do more
to deal with the threat of violence to our chil-
dren, why I have asked everybody from the
entertainment community to the gun com-
munity, to the schools, the people that pro-
vide counseling and mental health services,
to the parents, to do something—all of us
to do something to give our children their
childhood back.

That is why I have asked the Congress to
invest more in education, to adopt this new
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market initiative. I like the fact that we will
give you tax breaks, tax credits, and loan
guarantees to invest in poor countries around
the world. I don’t want to take them away.
I just want you to have exactly the same in-
centives to invest in poor neighborhoods, in
inner-city America and Appalachia and the
Mississippi Delta and Native American res-
ervations and all those other places.

So I ask you to think about this. This is
a night you can be proud of your country.
This is a night you can be grateful for the
economic prosperity that we have enjoyed,
that we have the lowest African-American
and Hispanic unemployment rates we have
ever recorded, that wages are rising for peo-
ple in all income groups. We can be grateful
for that. And you have expressed your grati-
tude by coming here and giving these funds,
for which I am grateful.

But I want you to support our party not
just so that Dick Gephardt can be Speaker
and Charlie Rangel can be chairman, we can
have 3 or 4 chairmen and 19 subcommittee
chairs, but for what Mr. Gephardt said: be-
cause if we are in these positions of respon-
sibility, we will show up for work every day.
And we will not be interested simply in accu-
mulating power but in using the fleeting
power we have been given by the American
people to advance the cause, the future, and
the hopes of ordinary citizens from all walks
of life.

I believe—it’s not fashionable to say, I
guess, but politics and public service are
noble endeavors if they are informed by a
high purpose. I have never thought that I
was going to be President for life, and I have
never thought one bit of power I exercised
really belonged to me. It was something that
was loaned to me for a little while by the
American people, thanks to the remarkable
Constitution under which we live.

And so if you give us this kind of respon-
sibility, we will ask the American people to
search their consciousness—and to serve
their—search their consciences, to think and
to feel what we still must do to deepen the
meaning of freedom and widen the circle of
opportunity and strengthen the bonds of
community. That’s what a lot of our fights
are about. That’s what the Patients’ Bill of
Rights is about. If I get sick tonight, I’m

going to be fine. Unless God gets ready to
take me home, I’ll have the best health care
in the world. I don’t need it, and neither do
most of you.

That’s why we’re trying to have America
join the mainstream and stop being the only
country in the world that doesn’t even have
sensible, commonsense regulation of these
handguns, to keep them out of the hands of
criminals and kids, and to keep the assault
weapons away from the children. The Secret
Service is taking care of me; I don’t need
that. And if anything happened to me, be-
sides, I’ve already had more life than 99 per-
cent of the people who ever lived. [Laughter]
I don’t have any gripe.

But all those kids—Dick Gephardt re-
minded us, 13 kids get killed every day, get
shot and die and don’t have the life that I
have had or the life that you have had that
has brought you to this point. And I have
been so moved by the people at Littleton
and how they have responded and the cour-
age and dignity with which they have borne
their awful fate, and the way they have asked
us not to let their children die in vain.

But every day, for years, 13 kids die in
ones and twos, on the mean streets and the
tough alleys in which they live. We want to
do something about that, and we can. It’s
why we’ve tried to make college affordable
for everybody and put a computer in every
child’s schoolroom. Our kids—we don’t need
that; our kids can have their computers.

I say that not to make you feel better than
our political adversaries, either. I say that to
make this simple point. The same thing that
makes us believe that people are better off
getting along than they are fighting over their
racial or religious differences makes us be-
lieve that we ought to have universal excel-
lence in education, universal quality in health
care, a strong economy that includes every-
one. But because we know down deep inside
that that’s being smart selfish, we know that
we’ll be better off and our children will be
better off and our country will be stronger
if we’re not just sailing along alone.

If you ask me what the single most signifi-
cant difference between the two parties is
today and why it is so important that you’re
here and why we had the historic victory we
had in 1998, even though we were outspent
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by $100 million, it is because we believe,
truly, that we are all God’s children, that
none of us inherently is better than any other,
and that we don’t believe, even if we are in
the elite, in just the elite and their welfare.
And this is not about class warfare, either.
This is about whether you believe that indi-
viduals and families and businesses are better
off when they’re part of a fabric of a strong
community, where everybody’s trying to give
everybody else a hand up. And if we ever
do it right, there will be no more handouts.
If we had enough hand ups, there would be
no more handouts.

So I want you to leave here being proud
of what you did tonight, but I don’t want
you to quit. It’s a long road between now
and 2000. And we’re not getting much en-
couragement from most of our friends on the
other side of the aisle in campaign finance
reform, because they figured if they outdid
us by $100 million in ’98, maybe they can
have a $200 million advantage in 2000.

But one thing we showed them in 1998,
partly thanks to a record African-American
turnout, one thing we showed them, it
doesn’t matter if they have more money than
you do if you have enough to be heard. If
you have enough to be heard, if you have
enough to make those telephone calls and
to get those doors knocked on and to send
those letters out and to put those ads on and
to be heard if you stand for something, if
the power is not an end in itself but to be
used as a gift, given for a limited period of
time by the people to strengthen the com-
mon life of our country, we’ve proved that
great things can happen.

You have done a good thing tonight for
your country. I want you to think about it
and continue to speak for it. And when peo-
ple ask you why you were here tonight, I
hope some of the words that we have said
will give you an answer, because you want
us to go forward together.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:12 p.m. at the
National Museum for Women in the Arts. In his
remarks, he referred to Robert L. Johnson, chair-
man and chief executive officer, BET Holdings,
Inc.; musician Lionel Hampton; John Stroger,
president, Cook County Board of Commissioners,
Chicago, IL; Joseph J. Andrew, national chair, and

Lottie Shackelford, vice chair, Democratic Na-
tional Committee; and President Slobodan
Milosevic of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro).

Excerpt of Videotape Remarks to the
to the United States Conference of
Mayors Annual Meeting
June 11, 1999

The Senate majority even wants to kill our
successful COPS program, the very commu-
nity police who help cut crime in neighbor-
hoods all across America. My balanced budg-
et, on the other hand, extends our commit-
ment to community police into the 21st cen-
tury, to put even more officers on our streets,
especially in the toughest neighborhoods,
and give them the tools they need to make
those streets safe.

Now is the time to build on our success,
not to undermine it. And it’s also time—high
time—to do more to keep guns out of the
wrong hands. But the House leadership
seems intent on ignoring the lessons of Little-
ton, the lessons of all of our recent past. They
want to water down the commonsense, mod-
est gun bill passed by the Senate. According
to news reports, the NRA is crowing that the
House leadership gave them 90 percent of
the new loopholes they wanted in the gun
show law.

Now, clearly, there’s a difference of ap-
proach here. We have a simple strategy that
is already reducing crime all across America.
We want more police on the street and fewer
guns in the hands of criminals and children.
They want more guns on the street and fewer
cops. I think that’s the wrong approach for
America. The House leadership should heed
the clear voice of the American people and
stop listening to the deadly backstage whis-
pers of the gun lobby.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 4:25 p.m. in the Roosevelt Room
for later transmission to the U.S. Conference of
Mayors meeting in New Orleans, LA. The release
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary was a partial transcript of the President’s
remarks. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 5
In the morning, the President went to

Camp David, MD.

June 6
In the afternoon, the President returned

to the White House. In the evening, he again
went to Camp David, and later, he returned
to the White House.

June 7
In the morning, the President had separate

telephone conversations with Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom and Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin of Russia concerning the
situation in the Balkans.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Delano E. Lewis to be Ambassador
to South Africa.

The White House announced that the
President named Roger Ballentine as Deputy
Assistant to the President for Environmental
Initiatives.

June 8
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia concerning the situation in
the Balkans.

Later, the President met with President
Arpad Goncz of Hungary in the Cabinet
Room, primarily concerning the situation in
the Balkans.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David W. Ogden to be Assistant
Attorney General for the Civil Division at the
Department of Justice.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John E. Lange to be Ambassador
to Botswana.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Gilbert F. Casellas as Co-Chair to
the Census Monitoring Board.

The President declared a major disaster in
North Dakota and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts

in the area struck by severe storms, flooding,
snow and ice, ground saturation, landslides,
mudslides, and tornadoes beginning on
March 1 and continuing.

The White House announced that the
President extended an invitation to President
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt for an official work-
ing visit on July 1.

The White House announced that the
President sent to Congress the FY 2000
budget amendments to add funding to
strengthen Embassy security and to meet the
Supreme Court requirements for the 2000
census.

June 9
In the morning, the President met with

author and Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel
in the Oval Office concerning Mr. Wiesel’s
visit to refugee camps in Macedonia and Al-
bania on May 31–June 3.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Franz S. Leichter to be a member
of the board of directors for the Federal
Housing Finance Board.

The President declared a major disaster in
South Dakota and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by severe storms, torna-
does, and flooding on June 4 and continuing.

June 10
In the morning, the President had separate

telephone conversations from the Oval Of-
fice with Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom; Gen. Wesley K. Clark,
USA, Supreme Allied Commander Europe;
NATO Secretary General Javier Solana;
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia; Prime Min-
ister Massimo D’Alema of Italy; President
Jacques Chirac of France; President Jose
Maria Aznar of Spain; and Prime Minister
Jean Chretien of Canada.

The President announced his intention to
appoint John Arendt, Alberto A. Sagues, and
Jeffrey Wong to the Nuclear Waste Tech-
nical Review Board.

June 11
In the morning, the President traveled to

Whiteman Air Force Base, MO, where he
was given a tour of a B–2 bomber. Later,
the President met privately with 50 base per-
sonnel and their families in Building 1117.
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In the afternoon, he returned to Washington,
DC, arriving in the early evening.

In the evening, the President was inter-
viewed in the Oval Office for live broadcast
on PBS’ ‘‘NewsHour with Jim Lehrer.’’

Later, the President was interviewed in the
Roosevelt Room by a Russian television crew
for later broadcast in Russia.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Thomas E. Britton as Chair and
David A. Kessler and Judith R. Olson as
members of the Commission on Presidential
Scholars.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted June 7

Armando Falcon, Jr.,
of Texas, to be Director of the Office of Fed-
eral Housing Enterprise Oversight, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
for a term of 5 years, vice Aida Alvarez.

Christopher C. Gallagher,
of New Hampshire, to be a member of the
Board of Directors of the Corporation for
National and Community Service for a term
expiring October 6, 2003 (reappointment).

David H. Kaeuper,
of the District of Columbia, a career member
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Coun-
selor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Congo.

Robert Z. Lawrence,
of Massachusetts, to be a member of the
Council of Economic Advisers, vice Jeffrey
A. Frankel, resigned.

Michael D. Metelits,
of California, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be

Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Cape Verde.

Lawrence H. Summers,
of Maryland, to be Secretary of the Treasury,
vice Robert E. Rubin.

Submitted June 8

Franz S. Leichter,
of New York, to be a Director of the Federal
Housing Finance Board for a term expiring
February 27, 2006, vice Daniel F. Evans, Jr.,
term expired.

Douglas L. Miller,
of South Dakota, to be a Director of the Fed-
eral Housing Finance Board for a term expir-
ing February 27, 2002, vice Lawrence U.
Costiglio, term expired.

Submitted June 9

John E. Lange,
of Wisconsin, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Botswana.

Delano Eugene Lewis, Sr.,
of New Mexico, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of South
Africa.

Submitted June 10

Ann Brown,
of Florida, to be a Commissioner of the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission for a term
of 7 years from October 27, 1999 (reappoint-
ment).

Ann Brown,
of Florida, to be Chairman of the Consumer
Product Safety Commission (reappoint-
ment).

James Catherwood Hormel,
of California, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to Luxembourg, to which
position he was appointed during the last re-
cess of the Senate.

VerDate 26-APR-99 18:08 Jun 15, 1999 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD14JN99.TXT 14jntxt PsN: 14jntxt



35Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

1 This briefing was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 4 but was embar-
goed for release until 10:06 a.m., June 5.

2 This briefing was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 4, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 p.m., June 6.

David W. Ogden,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, vice Frank Hunger, resigned.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released June 5 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy As-
sistant to the President for Health Policy
Chris Jennings on the President’s radio ad-
dress

Released June 6 2

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy As-
sistant to the President for Health Policy
Chris Jennings on the White House Con-
ference on Mental Health

Released June 7

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Statement by the Press Secretary on the ap-
pointment of Roger Ballentine as Deputy As-
sistant to the President for Environmental
Initiatives

Released June 8

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Statement by the Press Secretary: Official
Working Visit with President Hosni Mubarak
of Egypt

Statement by the Press Secretary: Actions by
Iran Against Jews

Announcement: President Asks the Congress
To Add Funding To Strengthen Embassy Se-
curity and To Meet Supreme Court Require-
ments for 2000 Census

Released June 9

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Statement by the Press Secretary: Elie
Wiesel Reports on his Visit to Refugee
Camps in Macedonia and Albania

Text of a Report From Elie Wiesel to the
President of the United States

Released June 10

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Statement by the Press Secretary: African
Growth and Opportunity Act and Caribbean
Basin Initiative Enhancement

Released June 11

Statement by the Press Secretary on the ap-
pointment of Jeffrey A. Hunker as Senior Di-
rector for Infrastructure Protection, Office of
Transnational Threats, National Security
Council

Transcript of a press briefing by Brig. Gen.
Leroy Barnidge, Jr., USAF, on B–2 bomber
operations

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved June 7

H.R. 1121 / Public Law 106–33
To designate the Federal building and
United States courthouse located at 18
Greenville Street in Newnan, Georgia, as the
‘‘Lewis R. Morgan Federal Building and
United States Courthouse’’

Approved June 8

H.R. 1183 / Public Law 106–34
Fastener Quality Act Amendments Act of
1999
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